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 We remember with great fondness our deceased members of   
the Catholic Women’s League of Canada  
whose lives are a tribute to womanhood   
in their devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ  

and to Our Lady of Good Counsel whom they loved and served,  
and in whose presence they now rejoice.  
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We especially remember Fr. Matthew George 

Rev. Fr. Matthew George formerly of Delhi passed 
away suddenly in Exeter on Monday, November 15, 

2021 in his 53rd year. Fr. Matt, as he was 
affectionately known, served as a pastor and friend to 
many since his Ordination to Holy Orders on April 27, 

1996. We are in thankful remembrance of his 25 years 
in the Priesthood. From Ontario to Manitoba to the 

Yukon, he served as: Associate Pastor, Chaplain, 
Spiritual Director, Pastor and Administrator. For the 

past number of years, Fr. Matt served as Pastor of St. 
Peter, St. Joseph and St. Boniface, Zurich and then as 
Associate Pastor of the Lake Huron Catholic Family of 

Parishes which includes parishes: Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, Grand Bend; Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mount 

Carmel; Precious Blood, Exeter; St. Boniface, Zurich; 
St. Peter, St. Joseph and St. Peter, Goderich. Also a 

Faithful Member & Chaplain of the Knights of 
Columbus. Beloved son of Shirley George (nee: 

Brown) & the Late Bruce George (2007). Dearest 
brother of Michael George (Alexandra), Jennifer 

George and Patrick George (Jennifer) and brother-in-
law of Maria George. Loving nephew of Merle George 

and Keith Brown. Also survived by many nieces and 
nephews and cousins. Predeceased by his two sisters, 

Lesley Carol (1963) and Mary Ellen (1971), by his 
sister-in-law Terri Lynn (2010), by his nephew Tyler 

Harvie (2013), by his uncles: Richard (1927), Eric 
(1983), Allan (1995) & Bernice (1995), Peter (1959) 

and by his aunts, Mary (1928) and Alice. Funeral will 
be celebrated at Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs Church, 

Delhi on November 21. 
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The Catholic Women’s League of Canada   

Diocese of London  
Themes for 2021  

                             National Theme  “Care for our Common Home”   
  Provincial Theme     “Loneliness”  

                                                                               
           League Prayer    

We humbly pray you O God our Father, to 
bless the Catholic Women's League of 

Canada.   
   Bless our beloved country, our homes and families.   

Send your Holy Spirit upon us to give light to our 
minds and strength to our wills, that we may know 

and   
fulfill your great law of charity.   
Teach us to share with others,   
at home and abroad,   

the good things you have given us.   
This we ask through Our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the intercession of our 

patroness,   
Our Lady of Good Counsel.   

AMEN.   

   
Mission Statement   

   
The Catholic Women’s League of 

Canada calls its members to 
grow in faith, and to witness to 

the love of God through ministry 
and service.   
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                             Objects of the League 

              shall be to unite Catholic women of Canada: 
 

              To achieve individual and collective spiritual development 

              To promote the teachings of the Catholic church 

              To exemplify the Christian ideal in home and family life 

              To protect the sanctity of life 

               To enhance the role of women in church and society 

               To recognize the human dignity of all people everywhere 

           To uphold and defend Christian education and values in the modern 
world 

               To contribute to the understanding and growth of religious freedom, 
social justice, peace and harmony 
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                                                        Diocesan Executive 

Position                                                                                                         Name  

Spiritual Advisor                                                                           Fr. Paul Kim 

President                                                                                       Theresa Ryan 

President-Elect/Organization                                                     Mary Bannon   
Life Members Liaison                                                                   Patricia Rivest 

First Vice-President/Resolutions                                                Willi Kole 

Second Vice-President/Legislation                                             Denise Lalonde-Morris 

Treasurer                                                                                         Cam Cadotte  RIP 

Recording Secretary                                                                      Denise Masse 

Administrative Assistant                                                               Julie Sans 

Past President                                                                                 Rebecca McCarrell 
 

                                                   Diocesan Standing Committees 

Position                                                                                                        Name  

Christian Family Life                                                                      Mary Ann Horne-White 

Communications                                                                            vacant 

Community Life                                                                              Patricia Sloan 

Education and Health                                                                    Mary Clare Latimer  

Spiritual Development                                                                   Joan Lobsinger 

                                                     Regional Chairpersons 

 
Region                                                                                                           Name  

Chatham-Kent                                                                         Mary Clare Latimer/Rebecca McCarrell 
Essex                                                                                         Jeanne Lauzon 

Huron-Perth                                                                            Mary Barnes 

Ingersoll                                                                                   Edytta Heleniak 

London                                                                                     Dianne Kehoe 

Sarnia-Lambton                                                                      Nelly Kelders 

Windsor                                                                                   Caroline Ngui 
  
  

   A  leader is one who knows the way, one who shows  

the way and  one who goes the way.  John Maxwell 
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16 March 2022  
Catholic Women’s League of Canada London Diocesan Council 
 
My Dear Sisters in Christ, 
          It is a privilege for me, along with Bishop Ronald Fabbro, to send you our greetings as you 
gather for your virtual Annual Meeting of Members. While it is unfortunate that the pandemic 
has prevented you from meeting in person for your annual CWL Convention for the past two 
years, we are all looking forward with great anticipation to the news that many safety measures 
and rules regarding COVID-19 will soon be lifted. We hope and pray that these changes will 
permanently liberate us from the constraints we have all experienced!  
           Despite the pandemic and the conflict, unrest, and anxiety we are experiencing in today’s 
world, your national theme of the CWL for 2022 exudes hope and celebration. Your theme, 
“Catholic and Living It!” is very relevant in light of what is currently taking place in our diocese, 
our country, and in our world.  
           Now is the time for us all to unite as a community, and “be a light for the world” amid so 
much darkness. In the CWL prayer developed for this new theme, we pray “May we imitate you 
with works of mercy, welcoming the forgotten, suffering or vulnerable wherever we encounter 
them”. Opportunities abound for us to live out this prayer in very real ways in our community, 
and to bring peace and joy to those who are desperately in need of the love of Christ.  
          The gifts that the Catholic Women’s League bring to our diocese are so imperative during 
times such as these. Your good works, acts of charity, and fellowship enrich the lives of the 
faithful of our entire Diocese of London.  
          May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to strengthen the CWL, and empower you to 
continue going out into the world, spreading your light, hope, and joy!  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

 
  
Most Rev. Joseph Dabrowski, C.S.M.A.  
Auxiliary Bishop of London 
 
 
 
April 2022 
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My dear League sisters,  
     The past two years have been nowhere near normal and will go down in history as years to 
be remembered for the many challenges you faced. But now you can revel in the fact that 
things have and continue to change, a return to a more normal life, a more normal way of being 
a League member. As you gather to celebrate the accomplishments you made happen, please 
take time to reflect upon the blessing and privilege of being a part of an organization with more 
than 63,000 members. May the League’s core values of faith, service and social justice help you 
live out the national theme, Catholic and Living It!  
      With the aid of the Gratitude Project postcards, you have shown community members your 
appreciation for all that they have done and continue to do. As Catholic women, you too have 
continued to do valuable work in your community. Whether your work within your community 
was in-person or your actions were more virtual, all this contributes to the mission that you 
have been called to through your baptism.  
     Regardless of the way you are gathering for your meeting, the important thing is that you are 
gathering. It will be a joy to once again have reports shared and accomplishments and 
challenges discussed. Future plans will be decided, and I look forward to hearing about all of 
them.  
     On behalf of the national executive/board, composed of the 11 table officers and the 11 
provincial presidents, it is my pleasure to bring greetings to your annual meeting of members 
on the occasion of London Diocesan Council’s 102nd anniversary. I continue to pray for all 
members and your diocesan executive as you continue to serve “For God and Canada.”  
Your sister in the League,  

  

 

Fran Lucas  

National President and Chairperson of International Relations  
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Greetings Members of the London Diocesan Council,  

Change is what we, as Catholic Women’s League members, do so well. We bend and 

stretch with changing times and attitudes. We learned so many ways of reaching out 

to each other, our parish family, and the wider community, all the while maintaining 

physical distancing and wearing our masks. We did this with respect and kindness, 

mirroring the face of Jesus in all our actions and words.  

I am so proud of how you have embraced both the provincial and national themes. 

You are truly inspirational!  

Know that the prayers and best wishes of the almost 35,000 members across Ontario 

are with you as you gather to conduct the business of your diocesan council for 2022. 

You are well represented at the provincial table. Theresa ensures that your diocese 

has a voice.  

Congratulations as you celebrate the 102nd anniversary of the League in your diocese.  

May God bless you and Our Lady of Good Counsel watch over you as you continue 

your humble service in the League, For God and Canada, through faith, service, and 

social justice.  

Respectfully, 
 

Colleen Perry  
Ontario Provincial President   
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The Catholic Women's League of Canada 
 London Diocesan Council 

 
 
 

 
Dear Sisters in the League, and Spiritual Advisors 
            I never would have dreamed that when I became president of the diocesan CWL after 
fourteen years of serving on the executive that my plans would all be blown asunder.” The 
heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.” Proverbs 16:9   
            These last two years have been life changing for everyone.  All our plans have had to be 
changed, but we survived and learned new ways. I congratulate all the women who have 
learned to embrace technology that they may not have used before. With the use of phones, 
internet, online meetings and meetings in person when able we have prevailed. Was it 
easy…no! That didn’t stop us. 
          I know that I have learned a lot of skills that I never had before.   As I am writing this we 
have learned of the easing of restrictions. I am really looking forward to start meeting in person 
again.  
          I represented you at both the provincial and national conventions which were both held 
online. I missed out on being in person especially for the provincial meetings where I would 
have met with the executive and learned from them. I have brought your concerns to provincial 
and national. I have tried to be available to all the presidents if they reached out to me. I 
enjoyed working with you and together we usually accomplished our goal.   
         This has certainly been the year for opportunities to join others at online presentations 
and workshops all free and from the comfort of your home. I apologize for sending so many 
emails but it was the only way to get the news to you. Please remember that each council can 
decide what or how much they want to participate in. Directives and such that are sent to you 
are only suggestions, you get to choose whether you will participate. We have had an extremely 
important chance to vote on proposed amendments to our Constitution & Bylaws and also the 
raise in per capita. I know that it was difficult to get together but allowances were made that no 
parish council should not have been able to hold a vote. The results will certainly shape the way 
of our CWL in the future. 
I am very proud of our Catholic Women’s League members in the diocese of London. You have 
stepped up and persevered throughout this pandemic and still managed to do what you could.      
I hope you enjoy the 102 Annual Meeting of Members online! 
May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide us and keep us always close to her Son, 
 

Theresa Ryan 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%2016:9&version=NIV
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The Catholic Women's League of Canada 

             London Diocesan Council 

 

 
April 2022 

Dear Sisters of the Catholic Women’s League, Spiritual Advisors, delegates and guests, 

Christ is Risen Alleluia! Alleluia!  

I wish to welcome all of you to our Annual Meeting of Members, as we continue to journey 

through this global pandemic. While I have not yet had the opportunity to meet many of you in 

person, I am humbled to be part of the CWL London Diocesan Council and to serve you as 

spiritual advisor.  I am grateful to you all for welcoming me into your CWL family.  Ever since my 

priestly ordination in April of 2018, God has called me to minister in various capacities 

throughout the diocese. Being part of your CWL family only adds to the adventure of priestly 

ministry and I pray we can grow in faith together and be instruments of bringing others closer 

to the risen Lord. 

I am intrigued by our national convention theme this year “Catholic & Living It” and our 

provincial convention theme “Loneliness”.  In these challenging times, we are reminded that 

more than ever, we must continue to live out our Catholic call of bringing the Truth, Beauty and 

Goodness of our faith to the world.  During the last 2 years, we have all been affected in various 

ways and as a people of God, we were creative in new ways to reach out to those around us, 

especially the lonely and suffering. In a unique way, this awakened us to what truly matters: to 

strive to love God with all our heart, our soul and our mind, and to love our neighbor as our self 

(Mt 22:37-38).    

As we launch into more gatherings for the year, I pray that we will continue the good work you 

have been doing for years past, and that your prayers and efforts will bear fruit for the 

communities and families of our diocese and beyond. I look forward to meeting you and 

supporting you in your love for the Lord! 

In Christ, 
Father Paul Kim 
London Diocesan Spiritual Advisor,  Catholic Women’s League of Canada  
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London  Diocesan Council Report 2021 

President: Theresa Ryan Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Paul Kim 
Members: 8440 Life Members: 10 
Councils: 92 Regions: 7 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

• London diocesan CWL members continued to support the National theme 
Care of Our Common Home and the Provincial theme of Loneliness; how 

fortuitous it was when these themes were chosen. 
• We held meetings online in every region to try and explain the proposed 

amendments and per capita raise to all the presidents of councils. 

• Our parish councils were creative in how they collected dues as this was the 
second year they had to do things differently because of the pandemic. 

• In February Rebecca Mc Carrell, (president at the time) and myself presented 
the Online Membership System PowerPoint  Program in every region.  

• We couldn’t meet in person but we held our annual Lenten Retreat online. 
The focus of half of it was on St. Joseph to reflect the Year of St. Joseph as 
declared by Pope Francis. 

• As restrictions were in place about gathering, we started preparations to hold 
an online Annual Meeting of Members. As the pandemic progressed, some of 

our plans for the online AMM had to go by the wayside. We decided we would 
hold it anyway and with a lot of hard work it was a resounding success. We 
were even able to hold our elections for a new executive, online. We were so 

pleased to honour Angela Pellerin by presenting her with Life Membership. 
She has served on our diocesan executive for 21 years and will continue to 

serve in any capacity she is asked to do. 
• The Compassionate Care program spearheaded by Alex Shadenburg was held 

in several  locations online. The introduction of “My Story” happened at the 

same time. We were encouraged to get the stories of some of our senior 
members and realized it would be a good way to get our family history or 

even that of our League. Alex will be printing a book of the stories submitted. 
• Our councils had a difficult time realizing that the main purpose of our 

League was not fundraising and were eager to get going. They were 

reminded by our treasurer that our focus should be on our members and the 
community. 
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• As we couldn’t meet to protest against Human Trafficking many of our 
members took pictures of themselves  holding a sign called “Project Maple 

Leaf” (an extension of the Project OnRoute protest against human trafficking 
along the 401 corridor)and posting it to social media to help raise 

awareness.  
• There were over 20 councils across our diocese that celebrated their 100th 

anniversary of being a council. 

• We were finally able to have an in person meeting in November, a year since 
the last one. It was so nice to be able to meet again. 

• We ended the year as we began with many restrictions still in place as the 
Omicron virus spread throughout the country. 

 
 
 
The important thing is not to think much, but to love much; 

and so do that which best stirs you to love. St. Teresa of Avila 
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Organization Report,  London Diocese 
Mary Bannon,  President-Elect, Chairperson 
52/93 councils reporting 

 
Recruit Members and Retain Membership: 

Around 75 percent of responses indicated that the position of 

organization/membership was filled in their councils while around the same amount 
responded that it was filled by appointment, not election.  A large number had held 

the position before.  The summary report indicated about half urban and half rural 
population.  Responses concerning race, ethnicity, place of birth, and visible 
minority indicated confusion about expectations in this area.  About one-third 

believed that their council membership reflected the cultural diversity of their 
parish, yet the same number answered no to the question about whether their 

council membership reflected the age diversity of the parish and general 
community.  Most councils were not aware of the Embracing Diversity: Tools for 
council use and did not make use of this resource.  About half of the respondents 

used parish announcements, personal invitations and the council/diocesan website 
to encourage members to reflect on the cultural and age diversity of the 

community. A response objected to the questions on ethnicity as a divisive question 
since CWL members are called to respect and accept everyone.  Thirty-eight 

percent participated in fundraising,   76 % in meetings, 46% in social events and 
about half in spiritual events.  Half of the councils found personal invitation to be 
most effective in recruiting members.  Most have not made use of the Welcome 

Program. 
Leadership Development: 

Most councils have not implemented the Executive Orientation program and 

are still not aware of the latest activities of the Strategic Planning 
Implementation Committee.  A few of the reporting councils reported 

members who play a role in another level of the League such as regional and 
diocesan. 

Annual Reports: 
Most councils reported that this reduced version of the questionnaire was a 

meaningful way to demonstrate the organization standing committee 
activity. 

Life Membership: 

Most reported that their council had not had an opportunity to gain 
assistance from a life member. 

Summary and Final Thoughts: 
Covid presented a huge challenge to members with regards to involvement 

of members.  Many councils found ways to communicate with members, eg. 
Phone trees, newsletters, bulletin inserts to provide friendship and support. 
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Past President Annual Report 2021 

Diocese:   London Past President: Rebecca McCarrell 

Parishes Reporting:  48 out of 94 

 
Approximately 50 % of our councils reported to this report.  Due to CoVID-19 restrictions in 

2021, most activities have been cancelled or dampened for this fiscal year. 

Serve in a Consultative Capacity 
The Past Presidents are ready to serve in a consultative capacity but are not 

frequently called upon for advice or knowledge transfer.  Two thirds of our 
past presidents have been members for over 25 years, and have been 

“recycled” to the position of president multiple times.  The age range is 55 to 
84.  When help / advice if offered it is appreciated by the current president. 

 
Be Responsible for Archives and History 

Several parish councils have the secretary or an appointed historian 
responsible for the council’s archives and history.  In the majority of councils, 

the past president continues to record the history and moves documents to 
the archives.  The archives are for the most part kept at the church 

property…church, hall, office.  A small percentage keep the archives and 
history in a member’s home.  The archives are generally reviewed as needed. 

 

Facilitate the Study and Implementation of the  
Constitution & Bylaws 2013 

Although the majority of our council has a current revision of the Constitution 
and Bylaws (2013), the publication is rarely referred to.  A few councils consult 

the bylaws when required to solve questions.  The same reference is made to 
the National Policy & Procedure Manual.  Two thirds of our councils have their 

own policy & procedure manual that is updated when a policy changes. 
 

Other Activities 
Our past presidents are utilized to organize, convene, chair meetings and 

various events in both the council, and the parish.  They are active in charity 
events, and often are called upon to promote the council in their parish and 

community. 
                                

Historian’s Activities Report 

No activities were reported by council historians for this fiscal year. 
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Recommendations 
As CoVID-19 restrictions did not allow for in-person meetings, virtual meetings 

were attempted in some councils and were quite successful.  However, the 
human contact was missed.  Some of the older members do not have 

computers, tablets or smartphones in order to participate in meetings and 
events.   

Many councils reported communication problems during the pandemic.   
More information needs to be easily accessible on subjects such as Residential 

Schools, water for our indigenous communities, and other issues of social 
justice.  Also many were looking for ways to increase membership, especially 

during this pandemic. 
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Resolution Standing Committee Report 2021 

Diocese: London Chairperson: Wilhelmina Kole. 1st Vice President  
Sub-chairpersons: N/A 
Parishes Reporting:  29/93 

 

Research and Preparation of Resolutions and Briefs   

Due to the Pandemic and the fact that councils have been not been able to 
meet in person, there have been no new resolutions identified in 2021.   

No resolutions have advanced to other levels since 2019, although one was 
started for 2020.  It has lain dormant as no resolutions were accepted for 

2020 or 2021. 
When asked if the position of Resolutions Chair was filled, 83% (24) stated 

that the position was vacant and 17% (5) stated that it was filled by either 
an election (60% - 3) or appointment (40% - 2).  100% stated that the 

position was shared with the Legislation Committee.  
The biggest challenge was for this committee was that there was no 

committee chairperson (76% - 22) and the second was trying to generate 
interest in preparing it.  One council is reviewing the E-Cigarettes with 

Cannabis purposed resolution to see if they want to move forward with it in 
2023. 

No council has approached the provincial resolutions chair or myself for 

guidance. 
 40% (2) of councils responding have attended some sort of education in 

workshops, conventions and professional development days.  
71% (20) respondents stated that they attended the Diocesan AMM and 

10% (3) attended regional meetings. 
 

Study and Implementation of Resolutions Adopted by Other Levels   
Euthanasia, assisted dying, abortion, palliative care, and indigenous issues 

were the top four subjects that councils were passionate about. 
86% (25) did not contact their local government re any concerns.  Those 

that did, used email almost exclusively. One person did contact their 
representative in person.  As to provincial and federal, 17% of councils used 

letter writing, while 28% used email.  No council approached representatives 
in person. 

60% (3) of councils who did have a Resolutions Chair did refer to 

communiqués and annual reports for information on resolutions. 
 

Recommendation 
The first recommendation that I would make is that every council downloads 

the Resolutions Supplement to the Executive Handbook and the Resolution 
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Guide as they are very helpful when working on resolutions.  These can be 
found on the National website in 600 Series: Manuals #618 and #620 

respectively. 
Covid -19 has posed many challenges.  Starting a newsletter to be sent to 

council members would be a good way of making members aware of issues 
and concerns as well as highlighting what is been happening in their 

councils. If members do not have technology, the newsletter can be mailed 
to them.    
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Legislation Standing Committee Report 2021 

Diocese: London Chairperson: 2nd Vice  Denise Lalonde Morris 
  

Parishes Reporting: 43 (only 11 have a chairperson) 

 

Monitor and Study Legislation at All Levels of Government  

The councils who reported knew the names of their government 
representatives at all levels. Over half received mailings from their 

representatives. It is unfortunate no one had attended public forums even 
when they were available on line. The councils felt they were well informed 

to somewhat informed. Some councils monitored "LEGIS info website and 
Hansard which is the printed record of Federal government proceedings. The 

Legislation Directives, local newspapers, daily radio and TV programmes and 
Google websites provided the members with current information. Right to 

Life persons kept abreast of issues dealing with Euthanasia and Abortion 
 

     Preparation of Briefs and Position Papers on Proposed Legislation 
A majority of councils were aware of Bill C-7 :Medical Assistance in Dying. 

About half of the councils were aware of Bill C-233:Sex selective Abortion 
while 70% of the councils knew about Bill C-268 : Intimidation of Health 

Care Professionals. Water for the Indigenous and Bill C-14 Amendment to 

Long Term Care and Bill C-31 Pediatric Hospice Palliative Care  were other 
Bills some of the councils paid attention to. Some councils monitored the 

resolution for Human Rights that was before the United Nation. While some 
watched what was happening to persons who were pro-choice 

demonstrators. One area was monitoring municipal activities on the 
distribution of pro-life materials. No council reported taking part in the "Faith 

in Action" workshop that was distributed in the fall of 2021. Most councils 
were not aware of this workshop. A few plan to do something in 2022 but 

many councils have no interest in Legislation. 
 

Recommendations 
Since legislation is not very exciting to most persons and the onslaught of 

Covid-19 many councils are dormant . Many do not realize that Social Justice 
is dealt with in legislation. It has been stated many times that most councils 

did not meet in the last 19 months and many of their members are not 

computer savvy. As a diocese we need to change the view of the Legislation 
Chair. It scares a lot of members because they feel they have nothing to 

offer.  It is hoped by offering the Discernment workshop and the Legislation 
Workshop we will be able to enlist more members to embrace the Legislation 

Chair.     
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Treasurer’s Annual Report 2021 

Diocese:     London   Acting Treasurer: Rebecca McCarrell 

Parishes Reporting:  50 out of 94 

 

Summary of Council Reports 

Our councils were fairly inactive over the past year because of the CoVID 
protocols.  There is one council that combines this position with the President.  

The usual method of bookkeeping is done using bank statements, 

deposit/cheque books and is done manually.  11 councils use a computer 
program.  Financial statements are prepared for each event.  Donations were 

sent to Catholic Missions in Canada, Coady International Institute, Euthanasia 
Prevention Coalition,  Catholic Near East Welfare Association, National Bursary 

Fund, and to parishes.  Membership dues range from $20 - $30 annually with 
the majority of councils charging $25 annually. 

All councils reported requiring 2 signatures on every cheque.  The majority of 
councils prepare a yearly budget.  Financial reports are shared at meetings by 

the majority of councils.  Outstanding cheques and upcoming expenses are 
also presented with the balances.  Only 50% of the councils have their books 

examined yearly by an independent individual.   
Communications from the various levels of the League are positively received.  

The communications are clear and concise from all levels and are only 
occasionally duplicated.  Recommendation that directives should be combined 

from all levels and only one level provide direct communication to the councils. 

 
Treasurer’s Activities 

As the Acting Treasurer of London Diocese, I have brought all ledgers up to 
date.  I have negotiated new GIC and accounts with our bank.  I do monthly 

reports for the diocesan council including full reconciliation detailed and 
summary reports, as well as a financial statement.  I update the budget as 

required.  All expenses are paid by cheque with dual signatures.  I have 
arranged for hotels for both National and Provincial conventions.  I prepare 

the per capita report monthly and process the payment within our accounting 
system.  The London Diocesan accounts are kept through the quickbooks 

program.  The books are audited by an independent agency yearly. 
 

   
 

 Recommendations 
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The National survey must be expanded beyond “50” councils as we have 94 
and I am sure that a couple other diocese in Ontario also have many more 

than 50 councils.    
National needs to share their financial statements with ALL members.   

 
 

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA 
DIOCESAN TREASURER’S ANNUAL SUMMARY REPORT 

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2021 TO DECEMBER 31, 2021 
 DIOCESAN COUNCIL: London Diocesan Council 

 DIOCESAN PRESIDENT:  Theresa Ryan 
 TREASURER:  (Acting)  Rebecca McCarrell 

             
  

 DONATIONS REPORTED FOR PAST CALENDAR YEAR  $ Totals 
(omit cents) 

National Voluntary Fund 

Coady International Institute 325.00 

Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace 2975.00 

Catholic Missions in Canada 1290.00 

2020 Euthanasia Prevention Coalition) 0 

Catholic Near East Welfare Association 939 

National Bursary Fund 0 

National Voluntary Fund Sub-total 5529.00 

Standing Committees 

Spiritual Development 6896.00 

Organization 8021.00 

Christian Family Life 16957 

Community Life 36735 

Education and Health 18007 

Communications 4050 

Standing Committees Sub-total 90666 

All Donations 

National Voluntary Fund Sub-total $5529.00 

Standing Committees Sub-total $90,666.00 

 $34,579.00 
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Recording Secretary Report                                        2021 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Diocese:   London                        Chairperson:  Denise Masse 
Sub-Chairpersons 
Parishes Reporting 55 out of 94 councils 

 

 

No report submitted 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Administrative Assistant Report 2021 

Diocese: London Chairperson: Julie Sans   
Sub-chairpersons:  

Parishes Reporting:  Received 55 reports out of 94 Parish Councils 

 

 

Annual Report Surveys  

• 55% of the Parish Councils have both Recording Secretaries and 

Administrative Assistants.  
• 6% of the Parish Councils only have an Administrative Assistant which 

has increased by 4% from 2020.  

• 22% of the Parish Councils have members that are assuming both 
roles, which is a 3% increase from 2020. Should be noted that in 2 

Councils the President and the Treasurer have been assisting. 
• 50% were appointed, 50% elected to the position. 

• 62% of the Parish Councils have the Handbook for Secretaries.  
• 31% had a copy of the of the CWL Personal Letter Writing Guide 

 
Biggest Challenge 

COVID continues to make communication difficult for the Parish Councils. Councils 

are at varying degrees on the use of technology, email and telephone have been a 
constant avenue of providing information and keeping in touch.  The continuance of 
sending out birthday, get well, thinking of you, Easter and Christmas cards was and 

remains very important. 
 

 



 

  

  

27  
  

Communication Survey 
80% of the Parish Councils are “Always/Usually” satisfied with the communication 
received, the relevance and being clear and concise from the different levels of 
Council.  There is 6% of the Councils that are not satisfied, “Never”. Unfortunately, 

there is no further documentation to understand why the dissatisfaction.  Only two 
comments were noted regarding communications, one comment states they haven’t 

received any communication and has tried to address issues before but has not 
seen any resolution and the second comment discussed chain of communication 
being reviewed and that the flow from Federal office goes to Provincial and since 

not all provinces have the same structure, each province can establish a distribution 
plan to ensure information is received in a timely manner to the parish councils.  

 

Chairpersons’ Reports  
Newly appointed to this position in April, responsibilities that have been fulfilled 
during 2021, include sending out cards, letters to donors, emails, documenting all 
incoming and outgoing correspondence.  The Diocesan directory has been updated 

and distributed to all required offices. Parish Councils that celebrated their 100th 
anniversary received a congratulatory card and certificate for their records. Reports 

are submitted to the Diocesan Executive at each meeting. A generic card has been 
developed being used for communicating with CWL members/families, Bishops, 
Spiritual Advisors, for special occasions, milestone anniversaries and life events. 

 

Recommendations 
Recording Secretaries and Administrative Assistants are vital to this organization, 
as they are documenting the history of our League and act as a direct link in 

communicating with our members.  Therefore, a concerted effort should be made to 
update the Handbook. Out of the 62% Parish Councils that have the Handbook for 
Secretaries, only 31% stated they had the CWL Personal Letter Writing Guide, 

which is part of the content of the handbook.  The book is not being used as a 
resource as intended and does require to be updated to reflect the changes. 
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Christian Family Life Standing Committee Report  2021 

Diocese: London        Chairperson: Mary Ann Horne-White  

Parishes Reporting: 44/92   

 

Marriage and Family  
Most councils prayed for those experiencing domestic abuse. Some gave financial 
support and clothing to Women’s Shelters. Covid-19 stopped us from meeting with 

families, but some councils were able to support our Catholic school families with 
grocery cards.  A few councils had marriage preparation and encounter weekends.  
Newlyweds were gifted with crucifixes and the women were offered free CWL 

memberships for a year.   

 Sanctity of Life 

More than half of the councils held memberships in pro-life organizations. They 
have attended Life Chains, and pro-life vigils and masses.  Some councils attended 

40 days for Life.  Most have donated to Right to Life and Birthright.  A few councils 
gave to Campaign Life Coalition.  Some have written letters to inform legislators of 
CWL positions on abortion and euthanasia.  Most councils have no copies of the 

current pro-life brochures in their church vestibules with Covid-19 restrictions. After 
the National Council adopted the resolution to honor its commitment to the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child before birth, councils continued to 
write to the government, and educated members.  Some councils recognized the 
day of prayer for the legal protection of unborn children. 

   

Ministry to Youth  
A few councils have begun promoting World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal 2023, 
and participated in youth programs in their councils.  One council has a Catholic 

Girls’ League. Donations were given to schools’ daily food snacks and meal 
programs.  Money was given to Catholic Elementary Schools to help families in 
need because of loss of income during the pandemic.  A few councils gave rosaries 

and key chains to youth at their Confirmations and First Communions.  A few took 
part in Sunday School, NET ministries, leadership camps, Catholic Christian 

Outreach and Girl Guides.   

  
Ministry to Disabled 

Councils have sent thinking of you cards and visited when we haven’t been Covid-

19 restricted.  Some have provided transportation to appointments.  Others have 
brought communion and prayed with them.  Members have called and kept in 
touch.  Some councils didn’t focus on this ministry. 
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 Ministry to Seniors 
Most councils sent cards of encouragement, called, and visited to keep in touch. A 
couple councils tried to do stories of their members, visiting when they could.  A 
few councils gifted memberships to those in retirement/extended care homes.  

Some councils were able to involve seniors in CWL events and invited newly retired 
women to join their CWL.  One council donated to their local rest home so they 

could have an Ice cream Socials once a week.   
 

Ministry to Widowed 
Many councils sent cards of condolences to widows.  Memorials and/or funeral 
lunches were arranged.  Councils provided prayer and support after the death of a 

spouse.  A few councils invited widows to participate in programs offered by the 
parish and to attend CWL meetings and events.  Some councils called to keep in 

touch, and made visits when possible through the pandemic.  
 

Ministry to Separated & Divorced 
 Only three councils sponsored or attended informal presentations on the 

annulment process. A few councils have purchased the new brochure “Annulments 
Today-Merciful and Just” for their church vestibules.  Other councils say prayers for 

the separated and divorce. 
                                                Vocations 
Half of the Councils reporting participated in prayers for vocations.  Others sent 
Spiritual Bouquets for spiritual advisors leaving their parishes.  A few councils have 
donated money towards vestments for their spiritual advisors and deacons.  Some 

Councils donated to St. Peter’s Seminary.   
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Communications Standing Committee Report 2021 

Diocese: London      Chairperson: none 

Parishes Reporting:49/92  

 

A little less than half of the councils reported having a communications chair 
with the majority having been appointed. 

The Canadian League Magazine 
The magazines (all issues) were only read by about 36% of chairpersons. 

The “Presidents Message” was reported as the favourite article winter and 
spring issue. In the fall issue “Honouring the Gift of Service” took first place. 

In the future they would like to see more articles about “members stories” or 
“parish council stories” 

Media: for Evangelization 
Slightly over a third of chairpersons reported promoting “faith-oriented 

programs” and the “National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.” Only a few 
councils reported knowing about World Communications Day. Sadly, most 

councils don’t subscribe to Catholic Newspapers, those that did subscribed to 

The Catholic Register. Almost half of all councils shared information of the 
League sponsored Mass on the Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel. 
 

Media: to Promote the League 
Councils used electronic media mostly for email, followed by cwl.ca. 

Facebook and Twitter and telephone committees were utilized by a little over 
half of the councils. Usage of media to advertise council’s activities or setting 

aside a budget for advertising was very minimal. The types of media used to 
communicate with the most in order were: email, church bulletin, parish 

websites, church bulletin boards and phone committees. 
 

Media: Evaluation and Promotion of Good Content 

Only a minimum of councils encouraged members to monitor media content. 
There were no instances where council spoke up against inappropriate 

content. 
 

Media: Newsletter and Bulletins 

Newsletters were produced by half of the councils reporting and they were 
prepared by the president, communications chair and sometimes by other 

members of the executive. The majority of these newsletters were 
distributed by email while the next highest way was by snail mail. 
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                                           Media: Relations 
Most councils did not work with local media, however a small percentage 

sent in articles. 
 

Pornography 
Over half of the councils did not take any steps to become informed about 

the influence that pornography has on children and adults. A little over a 
third of the councils reported reading newspaper articles on the issue. 

Because of covid councils didn’t participate in Pornography Hurts postcard 
campaign this year. Our councils didn’t know anything about the 

documentary, “Over 18”, or the film “Red Light, Green Light”. They also 
didn’t act on any of the resolutions. 

 
Strategic Planning 

Only about a third of chairpersons reported sharing strategic planning 

information and less than that shared information as printed in The Canadian 
League. And about one third were aware of the monthly updates on cwl.ca 

Asked if councils were reciting the Renewal Prayer almost no one had been. 
 

Summary and Final Thoughts 
When asked if they viewed the National CWL website almost half had 

reported yes. Asked if they liked it and why, they replied: easy to use, 
informative, the Advent reflection, that the magazines can be found in one 

place. Comments were made that they would like to see: more content 
about parish councils.  They would like the communiques to come up more 

regularly and faster if they are actionable and also make it easier to find 
past communiques. 

A success story to share from one council was: their council had been 
emailing members every 2 weeks with all kinds of information, encouraging 

them to visit the National, Provincial and Diocesan websites. They sent 

spiritual messages monthly and more often during Lent and Advent. For the 
past 2 years all members have paid their membership. Other things shared 

were inspirational messages placed in Sunday bulletin, updated their website 
regularly, newsletters, phone calls especially to members without email, and 

Zoom meetings. The biggest challenge this past year was covid and not 
being able to meet indoors but some councils met outdoors or on Zoom. 

Trying to get info out quickly and get a response proved difficult. Councils 
that had no chairperson the duties were shared by the executive. Members 

without internet had to be kept informed by telephone or snail mail. Some 
councils had encouraged members to partner up with a member that had a 

smart phone and show them how to use it so they could access online 
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meetings or activities. One council started a weekly newspaper to keep 
members interested. Technological training was suggested by some. Look 

into FlockNote https://flocknote.com Age is not a barrier to using 
technology. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

https://flocknote.com/
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Community Life Standing Committee Report 2021 

Diocese: London Chairperson: Patricia Sloan   
Sub-chairpersons: N/A 
Parishes Reporting: 39/93   

 
London Diocese has 93 Councils.39 of these reported having a Community Life 

Chair. Most women had been a member over 25 years and were between the ages 

of 65 to 79.  

     Dignity and Rights of Persons  
Due to  Covid-19 many Councils were unable to fully support organizations which 

help people suffering from incarceration, bullying, domestic violence, homelessness, 
poverty, racism and human trafficking. Most councils did not meet but were able to 

donate money and volunteer their time.  As well, most councils were aware of 
February 22 as Annual Human Trafficking Awareness Day and also Bill-C262 United 

Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Social and Economic Justice 
28 (72%) of councils helped and supported social and economic justice by providing 
supplies and by participating in the works of organizations caring for the needy or 

providing other supports. Prayer and financial support are the means by which most 
councils participated. 

 

Refugees, Immigration and Citizenship 
Most Chairs are not informed about Canada’s Official Immigration and Refugee 
policies so that it could be explained to members. Most councils did however 
understand the availability of employment services, of English language courses, 

financial assistance for food and rent that is offered.  
37 (95%) of Councils did not support CNEWA 

25 (64%) participated in Remembrance Day Services and 31 (80%) supported the 
Poppy Campaign  

None of Councils have reviewed or monitored Resolution 2016-01. 
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace (CCODP) –  
26-31 (67-80%) of Councils do not support CCODP other than Share Lent. 

 

Developing Countries 
Most Council members, 12 (71%), were not aware of the implications of trade laws, 
9 (53%) became knowledgeable about the economic difficulties of developing 
countries, 10 (59%) criticized structures that put profit before people and 17 

(100%) invited a guest speaker from a developing country to a meeting. 
 

Recommendations 
I would recommend the following: 

• Reading and reviewing the 2018 Human Trafficking Consultation Report 



 

  

  

34  
  

• Reviewing the Canada Summer Job applications when they are available,  
• Reading the Truth and Reconciliation Report  
• Becoming informed about Canada’s official immigration and refugee policies. 
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Education & Health Standing Committee Report 2021 

Diocese:London Chairperson: Mary Clare Latimer   

Sub-chairpersons:  

Parishes Reporting: 41/93  

 
                          Catholic Education  

Catholic schools and catechesis  
A large majority continue to become informed about the quality of Catholic religious 

education in their parishes and have enquired how they may support the programs. 
A little over half have encouraged parents to participate in all areas of their 
children’s Catholic school education and activities. Over half reported an awareness 

of the family life programs in the schools. Less than half of respondents reported 
that they had investigated the needs that could be met by their councils. Most 

reported scholarships and bursaries as an ongoing need with a smaller number 
reporting a need for breakfast and/or lunch programs. Other needs included First 
Communion and Confirmation gifts, mitts and socks and other supports(food and 

gift cards) for needy families.  
Rites of Christian initiation   

Over half of responding councils reported involvement in RCIA.  Member involvement 
varied from longstanding to newly experienced in program formation or team 
leadership capacity to speakers/presenters, sponsors and/or other program support 

roles.  
Literacy and Continuing Education  

Few parishes appeared to encourage members to assist others in continuing their 
education/literacy. Awareness remains lacking regarding the Catholic universities 
and/or 4 colleges in London diocese; Assumption, Christ the King, Brescia and St. 

Peters Seminary which also has a lay formation program. 
Scholarships and Bursaries  

Despite ongoing education efforts overall parish awareness of National and Diocesan 
scholarships and bursaries continues to lag; some parishes reported awarding council 
bursaries to high school students  continuing their education at a college/university. 

One parish supported a local student joining the NET Ministries of Canada.  
 
                  Wellness and Sickness/Disease 

Member actions included assistance to local hospices, letters written to MPs and MPPs 

about Maid and euthanasia, discussions/Mental Health postcard campaign and other 
creative “reach out” initiatives that supported members mental health. Some 

supported national organizations, with most affording support to their local 
Alzheimer’s Society, Canadian Cancer Society, Matercare, Canadian Mental Health 
Society and Heart and Stroke Foundation. Increased awareness is still required 

regarding CWL support of the Canadian Blood Partners for Life. Over half of the 
respondents participated in the "12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care". Response 
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indicated increased need for education regarding the importance of advance care 
planning and necessity for emergency preparedness kits.  

 
 

 Environment   
The majority of councils participated in the national theme Care for our Common            
Home. Some councils reported participation in neighbourhood or local lake/riverside 

cleanups.  Majority of respondents reported members committed to eliminate single 
use plastics/straws and reducing garbage in their home/on a personal basis. Many 

respondents reported that the ongoing pandemic significantly restricted council 
participation in World Water Day and Earth Day; trees continued to be planted in 
honour of the 100th Anniversary. 

                                       Genetics 

Only half of respondents indicated excellent to good knowledge of the advantages 

and disadvantages of technology to alter genes in the light of Catholic moral teaching. 
  

                               Recommendations 

• Request all Diocesan Education and Health Chairpersons to be placed 
on the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute mailing list, through the e-

mail function on their website, to enable timely dissemination of 
pertinent information to parish councils on a regular basis.   

• Challenge parish councils to become more involved with their local 
Catholic universities/colleges eg. assist with student 

recruitment/retention through financial or literacy support    
• Request local parish councils contact their local Red Cross regarding 

Canadian Blood Partners for Life program member registration 
• Timely leadership training for members considering running for school 

trustee positions or political office at all government levels 
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Spiritual Development Standing Committee Report 2021 

Diocese: London       Chairperson: Joan Lobsinger  
Sub-chairpersons: Jackie Detailleur 

Parishes Reporting: 43 

                                               

  Spiritual Growth of Members  
Just over half of the councils (58%) reported spending one third of the business 

meeting on spiritual development. Those who did not (42%) reported it was difficult 
to do so because of the pandemic. The councils tried to provide spiritual growth for 

their members by encouraging them to live-stream mass and to pray the rosary 
virtually; by beginning and ending their virtual meetings with prayer; and some 
provided advent and lenten reflections. When the weather allowed some councils 

met outside to pray the rosary. The prayer services available from National’s 
website were mentioned as a resource used. Councils also mentioned they focused 

on the year of St. Joseph. Many councils reported their members did participate in 
Pope Francis’ request to pray the rosary daily in the month of May to end the Covid-
19 pandemic. 

                                   Study of Catholic Teachings 
Only a small percentage of Spiritual Development chairpersons (9) encouraged their 

councils to study and discuss catholic teachings. Those who did recommended books 
and programs their church was offering; encouraged members to read spiritual 

books, the bible, and stories about women saints; and encouraged them to attend 
virtual retreats. 

Role of Women in the Church  
Seventy-nine percent of chairpersons (34) did not encourage their councils to 

discuss the role of women in the church. However, they did report that 

members were involved in the parish. They were lay ministers; parish 
committee chairpersons; on parish pastoral councils; on parish finance 

committees; and on diocesan councils or committees. 
 

     Evangelization and Mission Assistance  
Some councils supported Catholic Missions in Canada through monetary donations 
and some councils reported that in the past, they provided financial assistance 
however this year they were unable to due to the lack of funds in their council. 

Councils also mentioned they provided assistance to Save-A-Family, Esk Omi 
Missions, Canadian Food for Children, MaterCare International and Chalice. Locally 

they supported St. Joseph’s Hospitality, Men’s Mission, St. Vincent de Paul, and 
Sisters of the Precious Blood. Some councils mentioned that in lieu of money, food 

and clothing was donated.  
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                                            Lay Ministries 

Many of our council members are lay ministers in their parishes. They are involved 
as lectors, Eucharistic ministers, choir, hospitality, decorating, sacristan, ushers, 
catechists, and facilitators. The choirs and decorating ministries are 

chaired/organized by fifty to sixty percent of the members; Eucharistic ministers, 
lectors, sacristans, and hospitality are chaired/organized by forty percent. 

                           Ecumenism and Interfaith Endeavours 
Most councils (67%) promoted or participated in the World Day of Prayer in March. 
Fourteen percent of the councils promoted the Indigenous National Day of Truth and 

Reconciliation. Members were encouraged to participate in Orange Shirt Day, Cardinal 
Collins’ virtual prayer service, to read Bishop Fabbro’s letter of apology to the 

Indigenous people of this land, to view on-line Indigenous Education Resources and 
to the attend the National Day of Prayer for the Indigenous held in Springbank  

Park.  
 
 

                                Recommendations 

Some of the recommendations listed were:  

- joining bible study groups and having your pastoral minister certificate is 

an asset to providing spiritual development to members 
- to engage in Synodality 2021-23  

- to be provided a check list of duties and help with where to find 
resources  

- providing a guided retreat 
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Chatham-Kent Region                                                                                        
Regional Co-Chairpersons  

Mary Clare Latimer and Rebecca McCarrell                                                                                                                    
13  Councils  

With pandemic conditions and associated restrictions remaining in 
place, members of the Chatham-Kent region continued to witness to 
the love of God through ministry and service to one another and their 
communities throughout 2021. Members continued to assist their 
parishes, hosting Sunday masses under Covid protocols; life events and 
Council news continued to be creatively acknowledged via distanced or 
virtual means.  Councils regularly “reaching out” to those members who 
were older and/or not connected online, praying for and supporting the 
aged, the poor, the vulnerable and/or homeless across our 
communities; sharing stories, notes of encouragement, spiritual 
bouquets and so many other treasured faith based gestures meant to 
refresh all of our Covid-fatigued hearts, minds and souls. 

 

 

Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole 

staircase.  Martin Luther King, Jr. 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/martin-luther-king-jr-quotes
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Blessed Sacrament, Chatham 
President:  Patti Johnson 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Jim Higgins 
Members: 211 
We have enjoyed a wonderful Newsletter every month. Our Editor files it with things we want 
to hear about, such as weddings, anniversaries & new babies  . We spotlight a CWL sister each 
month, send out CWL info and ask for prayers. 
 Our Spiritual Development Chair has a very helpful and joy filled page each month. She is 
always helping us to increase our faith. Our newsletter is emailed to the greater portion of our 
assembly. Those that do not have email are delivered a paper copy. they are about 25 in 
number.    Our newsletter has been a Blessing to us, helping us to truly know our CWL sisters. 

 
 
 
St. Joseph’s Harwich, Chatham 
President:  Clara T. Roesch 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. John Jasica 
Number of Members:  85 
Members of St. Joseph’s Harwich CWL council were able to donate to the following charities in 
2021: Community Living, Chatham goodfellows, Chatham Hospice, St. Vincent de Paul,  
St. Peter’s Seminary, St. Vincent de Paul Camp, and Camp Trillium. 
Financial support was also given to St. Joseph’s Church and St. Joseph’s Spirit and Life Centre.   
Members continued to connect by e-mail and telephone calls.  We continue to pray for each 
other.  Members stood outside in honour guards for our deceased sisters.  
In December, we had a year end in person meeting to elect our new slate of officers for the 
2022/2023 term.  Years of service pins were presented.  Poinsettias were also delivered to our 
shut ins before Christmas. 
 
 
 St. Joseph's  (City Council), Chatham. 
President:  Sharon Thieven 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Jim Higgins 
Members:  88 
Cards sent : 28 sympathy cards 
12 get well cards 
1 birthday card for priest 
1 retirement card for parish minister 
1 fiftieth anniversary card 
I am not able to get addresses to send out baptism cards anymore. 
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St.  Ursula, Chatham 
Members: 115 
No report submitted 
 
Visitation,  Comber 
President:  Nancy Sylvestre 

Spiritual Advisor:  Fr.  Eugene Roy 
Members: 144                                              Life Members: 0 
This year was very difficult for us because of Covid 19, could not meet with members except for 
2 months in Oct and November. But on the positive note at Easter and Christmas we sent all 
our shut-ins Spiritual bouquets. We also sent out at least 4 newsletters by email or mail to let 
our ladies know what was going on with the CWL which they enjoyed very much. At Christmas 
this year we collected gloves, hats, sleeping bags, toiletries, blankets and much more for the 
homeless;  it was so overwhelming. Our ladies give to "Street Help"  where all the above went. 
At least for now we can have a mass celebrated for the deceased members of our council. But 
all in all we did get our Annual reports done, Election of new officers with the installation on the 
second week of Dec. during Advent. And we also did our Budget for this year for 2022. 
 
 
St. Michael's, Dresden 
President: Lisa Camillo 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Ray Lawhead 
Members:  58 
The most positive effect of Covid-19 is that we are less rigid in how we do things. Pre-
Covid19- Most of our attitudes were: we have always done it this way and we should 
continue to do it this way - why change? The last two years have taught us to change, to 
think of ways we can achieve a certain goal differently. 
Pre-Covid19, we were constantly trying to fundraise so we could find a cause and write a 
cheque, acting more like a service group than a group of women focusing on a balance of Faith, 
Service and Social Justice. Since we were unable to do that the last two years, we focused more 
on ways to reach out to people through newsletters and different challenges. We even had a 12 
hour prayer day where our ladies signed up to sit for one hour in front of a picture of Jesus or 
crucifix and pray inside their homes. 
 
St. Patrick’s Merlin 
President:  Christine Drew 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Mukucha Kathemo 
Members:  35                      Life Members:  0 
Our church is in a unique position that we are the Canadian Monastery for the Rosarian Fathers. 
The Diocesan Marian Shrine is also located here. We have 2 Rosarian priests taking care of us.  
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As I am sure most Councils found, operating during the past 2 years has been very difficult.  Last 
year we were only able to hold 1 in person meeting in order to pass our budget. Our members 
are not skilled with online meetings. I am proud to say that we did continue to support the 
charities that we sponsor financially even though we had to decrease that support due to a lack 
of fund raising. We also kept in contact with our parishioners who are shut in or in long term 
care facilities especially during the holiday seasons. One executive member stated that Covid 
restrictions actually gave them more family time with more time to pray for members, 
parishioners and the community and by staying home they found they spent less and had more 
money to donate to charities which benefit the community. 
 To every situation one always has to look for the silver lining. God will never forsake us. He will 
always be there for us. 
 
Sacred Heart, Port Lambton 
Members:  85 
No  report submitted 
 
 

St. Michael, Ridgetown 
President: Susan Martens 
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. John Juhl 
Number of Members:  66                                           Life Members: 0 
The Covid pandemic has brought many changes for our council, some in a very positive manner. As 
a council, we have had more contact with members-especially our shut-ins and those who are living 
alone. Due to the restrictions and increased isolation, members have phoned older members living 
alone, and also those in nursing homes on a regular basis. Emails have become more frequent with 
the executive as a means of communication. Valentine cards were sent to all shut-ins, as well as to all 
our active members. Shut-ins received Easter and Christmas greetings to keep in communication 
with them.   Because Covid was so disruptive to our lifestyles, we focused on something we’ve 
always done such as the “Right to Life” baby shower. We placed a bassinette at the back of the 
church and we received so many donations from our parish family. We gathered even more items 
than we have in past years. We realize that there is an even greater need for acts of service during 
such difficult times for all of us, especially the vulnerable! 
As a fundraiser, we hosted a drive-thru bake sale at the beginning of December. A few of our 
members baked fancy cookies and many other members gave donations. It was very successful and 
this helped to raise funds for our needs throughout the upcoming year. This enables us to continue 
to perform many of our acts of charity and service. 
 
 

St. Paul, Thamesville 
Members:  45 
No report submitted 
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St Francis Xavier , Tilbury  
President:  Michelle Rivard 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr Mukucha Kathemo  
Members: 129             Life Members  0 
COVID has certainly presented its challenges to the world including our little 
community.  During the last 2 years, reach-out has been our number one priority to maintain 
contact with our members.  Phone calls to check in and provide support as well as social 
interaction were a priority.  Church bulletins were hand delivered to some who were unable to 
attend masses. Some members, when COVID restrictions were reduced, spent their time in our 
local Rest Home doing activities with residents while maintaining social distance and following 
all COVID safety protocols.   These actions were completed with love and dedication.  We are 
truly a blessed community!    
 
Holy Family Church, Wallaceburg 
President’s name – Delina Bogaert 
Spiritual Advisor – Fr. Chris Gillespie 
Members:  87 
Our Parish Council fulfilled our mission statement by: 

✓ Paying memberships for seniors in Nursing Homes 
✓ Visiting elderly parishioners including a 100 year old member celebrating her birthday 

and presentation of a  60 year pin.  
✓ Sending out sympathy cards, get well cards, Christmas cards, thinking of you cards and 

birthday cards to parishioners. 
✓ Collecting money for the least of the coins 
✓ Supporting a child through Chalice,  supporting Canadian Food for Children 
✓ Small gift presentation, to school children for First Communion, Confirmation, First 

Reconciliation and Graduation. 
✓ Have mass said for deceased CWL members. 
✓ Because of Covid, we were unable to hold our Annual Penny Sale but a new Chicken 

Dinner, take out, fundraiser was held instead. This creates the possibility of holding one 
yearly because of its success.   

✓ Because of Covid, letters requesting renewal of memberships were mailed out instead 
of phone calls to remind members that their memberships were outstanding. Only a 
message could be left numerous times.  The letters included mailing information for 
those who are unable to attend mass and/or bring to the office.  

 
Our Lady Help of  Christians., Wallaceburg 
President :  Margaret Cushman                               
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Chris Gillespie 
Members:  183 
The year 2021 remained a challenge.  As our area moved into a GREEN ZONE our council was 
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able to hold a Church Parking Lot Yard Sale, the proceeds of which enabled us to meet financial 
obligations for the balance of the year.   In the Spring of 2021 we planted an Eastern Redbud 
Tree for the 100th Anniversary of the CWL in Canada, as well as our own OLHC CWL 90th 
anniversary in 2021.  A special ceremony was held to lay a plaque at the base of the tree 
commemorating both dates.     
Other activities were:   

- Establishment of a CWL Care Line (prayer line) to keep in touch with members at home 
- Day of Prayer for Palliative Care, members prayed in their homes (churches closed) 
- Membership Drive   A letter was sent to all members to inform them of the upcoming 

membership renewal, to update members on current CWL activities and give direction on 
accessing information for the Instructed Vote (Amendments to the Constitution & Bylaws). 

- Donated to Youth Ministry to help their Mary Garden Project 
- Sponsored a Food Drive for SVDP Christmas Food Hampers.  Around $800 in donations 

was received and approximately 600 pounds of food was donated. 
- A ROAST BEEF SUPPER (take out only) was held with proceeds for Haiti Relief through 

Development and Peace, and Homes for Hope El Salvador to build homes for the needy.  . 
- Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Campaign was held at the parish 
- Donation to the parish Community Meals program  
- Annual support of Save A Family Plan in India 

 Our CWL Council supplied volunteers from March 2020 to December 31, 2021 to serve as 
Contact Tracers, Ushers, Door Persons, pew sanitizers, etc., covering more than  225 masses at 
our parish.  Volunteers who manned the Sign-In Tables for contact tracing came to know 
parishioners by name.   Many new friendships were forged.  
Members continued to serve as Commentators, Lectors, in choirs, Honor Guards for funerals, volunteers 
for SVDP, for Community Meal preparations, visiting shut-ins, wherever help was needed.   We join with 
others who are praying a return to a normal life.  God bless.         

 

                                                                                                  
 

 

 
 

 
 

               
  

 
 

The light of a single candle can dispel the darkness of a thousand 
years. Joseph Goldstein 
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Essex Region 
Jeanne Lauzon,  Chair 

10  Councils 
 The letters CWL, stand for Catholic Women’s League, but they could also stand 
for Changing Women’s League. As the league continues to adjust to the new 
realities of Covid, so are our members. Faith - We have continued to reach out 
through phone calls, emails and cards. We make every effort to visit shut-ins 
whenever Covid allows and bring communion to the faithful. We encourage 
members to watch online rosaries and masses. Hope - This year has brought hope 
to our members as we adjust to the proposed changes in the League. Through the 
voting process, the members felt more involved and informed about the League. 
We are hopeful that these changes will bring a renewed spirit in all things League. 
Change is difficult, but we must continue to grow. Charity - Many members were 
happy with our return to our roots of service. We have become more aware of 
the need to reach out and to be inclusive. Fundraising has become a big priority 
with some councils and it is wonderful to donate to the many charities, but it is 
even more important to bring a more personal touch to our ladies, and let them 
know we care and are praying for them. 

 

Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of 

the darkness.  Desmond Tutu 

 
 
 
 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/desmond-tutu-quotes
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St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg 
President:   Mary Verstick 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Matt Kucharski 
Members:  52 
Our ladies assembled near Met Hospital for Right to Life.  Also got together near our Walmart in 
Amherstburg to show support for the unborn child. 
 A mass was said at one of our cemeteries for the deceased members of the C.W.L.. 
 
St. Simon and St. Jude, Belle River 
President:  Jackie Gomes 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Antony Kolanchery 
Members:  202 
Our monthly executive and general meetings were resumed in Oct 2021, in compliance with the 
current restrictions. Only 3 meetings were possible this year 
Our annual fundraising bazaar was cancelled for the 2nd year so no income. Our budget was 
created to accommodate the 2 yr operating budget requirements. 
On a positive note, the pandemic made us all realize the importance of positive thinking and 
continued effort to remain connected as sisters through phone calls and cards, especially to the 
homebound and more isolated. It brought closeness and joy to all.  
Newsletter was created, prayer cards distributed to as many of our 200 members as possible. 
May you have a grace-filled year with good health and many blessings. 
 
Holy Name of Jesus, Essex 
President:  Janice Rounding 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Seejo John 
Members:  140 
We give our older, and shut in members a Christmas card and ornament.  This year, we 
included a 2022 Mass Missal.  The Missal will allow them to follow along on online Mass or just 
read the Sunday Mass.  Pat Kozak (past president) and I were honoured to deliver these and 
visit with these ladies.  They were all so happy to have company, especially during this long 
pandemic.  Some are in nursing homes where they have others around them every day; some 
are home alone and don’t have much company.  We had great visits and felt blessed to have 
been able to spend some time with them.   May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to watch 
over and bless us. 
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St. Anthony of Padua, Harrow 
President:  Marg Noel 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Matt Kucharski 
Members:  16 
The year 2021 was a pretty desolate year for our council! The pandemic prevented us from 
having any meetings, but we did have some members who volunteered at our parish as:   
1) ministers of hospitality 
 2) readers of the Word 
3) some members made  phone visits to” shut-ins”. 
Our council is 93  years old this year, and, sadly, we are in the process of disbanding. 
 
St. John de Brebeuf, Kingsville 
President:  Rose Jones  , submitted by Paula Royal 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr.  Tom Ferrera 
Members:  66 
We were able to continue our greeting card ministry , when churches opened up more; also 

provided Honour Guard for deceased members at their Mass.  

Pins were provided for the confirmation class. The main thing we did was have a yard sale 

(covid rules observed) over 2 weekends; which provided funds for our 

 continued support of various charities.   

 
 
Good Shepherd,   Lakeshore 
Interim President: Audrey Rychel 
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Patrick Beneteau  
Members:  49 
What did our Council do to make something better for the ladies, parish and community? 
 Donated a gift card to Good Shepherd Youth Group for their bingo;  10 $5 Tim Horton and 
McDonald gift cards each to Street Help to be distributed to women so that the restroom could 
be used. 
We participated in the Miracle Food Drive by helping to collect and sort food items 
We took part in the Essex Region Project Maple Leaf at Ste. Anne’s Church 
We wrote letters to Members of Parliament re Bill C-7, Bill C-268, signed a Petition requesting 
the government to increase OHIP funding to our Optometrists in order that those over 65 and 
under 20  receive proper eye care 
Collected men’s socks, hats and gloves for the Salvation Army   
Members of the Executive went carolling in December spreading the Christmas spirit to some of 
our members who are housebound and alone.  
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St. Michael’s Leamington 
President:  Mary di Milo 
Spiritual Advisor:   Fr. Tom Ferrera 
Members:  164 
It was a challenging year for us but many positive things came about in our Parish.  
When some protocols were eased we were able to share fundraising activities with the 
KofC.  We donated the proceeds towards the Leamington Homeless Project and St. Michael’s 
Parish.  Our Church community benefited greatly from this donation as it was used to purchase 
AV equipment to provide on-line Mass/Zoom programs.  Parishioners/CWL members have 
expressed very POSITIVE feelings of deepened Faith and Spiritual Nourishment because of the 
following on-line availability: 
·        Daily Mass, Consecration to St. Joseph,  Angelus,  Weekly Rosary 
·        Book Club – Growing in our Virtues – St. Francis de Sales,   RCIA 
Other initiatives/activities: 
·        Calling Tree - Friendly calls were made to members/parishioners. 
·        Members were encouraged to write to the prime minister and minister of justice with copies 
to local members of parliament urging the legal protection to children before birth as stated in 
the United Nations Convention on Rights of the Child which Canada has signed and ratified. 
·        Some members assisted with assembling/delivering Care Packages to the Migrant workers 
during the pandemic. 
·        2 members participated in Windsor Essex Right to Life Walkathon and several participated 
in the  Leamington Area Life Chain 
·        Donation was made towards providing a new wheelchair for a parishioner. 
·        Set up a CWL display in Hall/assist with the Drop-In Family Event on Sept.26. 
·        Prayer Shawls and Prayer Cards were prepared for ill parishioners by a few members.  
·        Bakeless Bake Sale – An envelope with a short poem was attached to our bulletin asking 
for members/parishioners ... to donate whatever they would have spent towards donating 
ingredients for preparing pies etc. in our Church Hall.  $600 was raised, thanks to generous 
donations. 
·        Christmas Clothing Drive – for Street Help (a homeless shelter) in Windsor. 
·        Christmas Shut-In bags were prepared /delivered by members  
·        ZOOM and in-person available for  Elections/White Elephant Sale/Coffee/Tea and Donuts, 
(in lieu of Potluck) on Sunday Dec.12.  Attended by 14 members.  Proceeds from the 
Sale   donated to St. V.deP. 
  
 St. Clement McGregor 
President:  Diana Coyle 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Seejo John 
Members:  100      
The year 2021 will be remembered as the year of vaccine delivery.  The “silver lining” as a result 
of the COVID restrictions required me to contact our members via email.  This electronic 
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connection reached more members than members attending in-person meetings.  Content of 
emails kept members informed of prayer requests; funerals, Feast days and information from 
the National CWL website, etc.   Our Council collaborated with our parishioners and St. Vincent 
de Paul Society and made an impressive donation to the Street Help Homeless Centre in 
Windsor. Our 2022 Membership Drive was completed by mail. In December 2021 the McGregor 
Knights of Columbus ran a Sunday night BINGO with the proceeds given to our CWL Council.  All 
our members had to do was volunteer to work the bingo and provide ALL raffle and door prizes.  
This bingo will be our main fundraiser for the year. 
 
Ste. Anne’s Parish, Tecumseh 
President:  Annette Marier 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr.  Patrick Beneteau 
Members:  222                                              Life Members:  0  
This year we learned a lot of new ways to communicate like zoom and email and Facebook 
(setting up a website).  Cards were mailed out, phone calls were made out to keep in touch with 
members at Easter and Christmas.  
We had a gathering on the church steps to promote Awareness of Human Trafficking this was 
also attended by other regional Presidents and Regional Rep. 
Fundraising has not started yet due to restrictions but we are collecting essential men’s items 
for Second Chance Ministry  
February Riverside Sportsmen was booked they  will be doing dinners with a percentage going 
to our CWL as a fundraiser  
Hopefully in the new year we will be able to do our bake sales and fashion show.  
 

 
 
 

St. John the Evangelist Woodslee 
President: Angelle Bisson 
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Seejo John 
Number of Members:  61 
This year started slow but we didn’t let that stop us.  
We started our year by sending money donation to all our charities. 
1) For Mother’s Day we had a Tea Party by mail. We mailed a poem with a tea bag and fancy 
napkins with instructions to make a tea and join in solidarity at our regular meeting time and 
say a prayer for each other. Some of our members even took pictures and sent them to me. 
2) Covid gave us the opportunity to update our email contacts and kept our membership 
updated on a regular basis through email…calling those who do not have email by phone.  Also 
the home mission coordinator increased mailings for special occasions to members. 
3) Through the email and website communication…We did the St. John’s giving tree during 
advent..by putting the laminated gift tags on a tree outdoors for people to access. Then 



 

  

  

51  
  

gathered and delivered the donated gifts for the residents at country village nursing home and 
our refugee families that we have sponsored over the years and the needy at the indigenous 
community center. 
4) We gathered socks, gloves and hats for street help in the fall. 
5) We were able to have a meeting just before Christmas and had 15 gifts to give out by 
drawing names out of a hat.  Then we delivered the gift to the winners who were not at the 
meeting. We also had a guess Kristy Robinson from Can-Am Indian Friendship Centre who gave 
a talk on the help given to indigenous people in the area. We donated $300 dollars to help.   
Now this year has ended with all the vaccines and all we can do is pray..pray..  God Bless and 
may Our Lady of Good Counsel pray for us.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
  

 

 
 

What you are, the world is. And without your 

transformation, there can be no transformation of the 
world.  

J. Krishnamurti 
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                           Huron-Perth Region 

               Mary Barnes, Regional Chairperson 

                                 15 Councils 

Huron Perth Councils used their gifts of Faith, Hope and Charity in the lives of 
their members during Covid in various ways over the past year.   
Faith - We were saddened and shocked by the sudden passing of Fr Matthew 
George a very strong advocate for the Catholic Women’s League in the London 
Diocese as well as a Past Diocesan Spiritual Advisor. Fr. Matthew would attend 
our Regional Meetings in person and virtually. The Councils of the Lake Huron 
Catholic Family of Parishes took part in concurrent Masses honouring the memory 
of Fr. Matt. 
Hope - The Convention for 2022 to be hosted by Huron Perth was cancelled and 
became an AMM.  We look forward with Hope and prayers to hosting in 2025. 
Charity - 6 of the 15 councils celebrated their 100th Anniversary in various ways 
from holding celebration Masses to a Victorian Tea.   

 
 

The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of 

others.  -Mahatma Gandhi 
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St. Patrick’s , Dublin                                              
President: Mrs. Kathy Rowland 
Spiritual Advisor: Father Philip Joseph 
Members: 33                                                  
Since the pandemic began in 2020, everyone has felt its impact in ever changing ways.  Through 
this struggle, we have reason to re-examine our priorities.  We continue to reflect on our 
practices and value the importance of community building and staying connected. We have not 
been able to have social functions or generate funds, which hasn’t been easy.  Instead of 
dwelling on problems, we instead have tried to turn our focus on solutions. 
In the past year, we made connections to members at large as well as shut-ins from the parish. 
To do this in a manner that protects the safety of others, we sent cards, made phone calls and 
offered prayers.  We offer prayers at Masses for students and families as well as members who 
are lonely, or have lost a loved one.  We made donations to the local food bank.  We are 
inspired by members who deliver a meal to a neighbour or send friendly notes.  We have much 
to learn from those around us. I am so thankful for fellow members and their dedication and 
care for others.  Many have learned to use current technology to connect with others.  Emails, 
virtual meets and phone calls are means to connect. We have been able to attend regional 
meetings virtually, even on stormy days, and avoid long drives, when we are geographically 
spread far apart.  Perhaps this can be integrated in some way into future practice, beyond the 
pandemic.  Through our faith, we are fortunate to have the knowledge that through times of 
hardship we can find hope. There is no question that there is much to do.  We look forward to 
the future with new perspective and eagerness to serve others.  With faith, with hope and with 
each other, we believe we can come forth with new found strength.  “Start by doing what’s 
necessary; then do what’s possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.”  -St. Francis of Assisi 
 

Precious Blood, Exeter 
President:  Pauline Hogan 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr.  Matthew George  RIP 
Members:  68 
During 2021, we had one zoom meeting and only executive members attended. We had a 
fruitful meeting with Teresa Ryan, Mary Bannon and 15 CWL members to discuss our options if 
we could not get anyone to take over the president's position. We sent Christmas cards to the 
shut ins and informed them that we have paid their 2022 CWL membership dues for them. We 
formed an honour guard outside the church after the funeral of one of our members. 
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St. Peters , Goderich 
President:  Joanne Doherty 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Tony Laforet 
Members:  140    Life Members 1 
The COVID-19 safety protocol and regulations we all must follow has encouraged our League to 
be more creative, such as: 
Meetings - Holding executive and general meetings on Zoom, we hope to continue this practice 
on bad weather days!  Having an outdoor general meeting with bagged lunch. 
Learning - Holding 45-minute Zoom learning sessions for beginners.  Hosting two Friday night 
"Paint Nights" where members got together with a glass of bubbly to do a painting tutorial 
delivered by a high school art teacher who is also a member.   
Faith - Hosting an "Our Lady of Good Counsel" service on Zoom and inviting the Lake Huron 
CWL councils to join us.  Hosting a Chaplet for the dead on Zoom for the repose of the soul of 
Fr. Matthew George and inviting the Lake Huron CWL councils to join us.  Hosting a Rosary 
Zoom session bi-weekly.  Experiencing the-opening of our parish church in different phases and 
feeling a sense of joy and seeing the desire for people to take part in the sacraments. 
Outreach - Witnessing simple acts of kindness where people are caring for each other more and 
looking out for one another.  Creating the Calling with Love Project at the start of the pandemic 
whereby members call those who wish to get a monthly "social" phone call.  Sending 450 
laminated Christmas bookmarks (depicting a painting of St. Peter's Church, Goderich and a holy 
Christmas poem) to ALL seniors in our local nursing and retirement homes and seniors 
apartments. 
Fundraising - Holding a drive Thru Dinner Fundraiser (no risk fundraising mode). 
These activities have helped to keep all of us members connected, safe and happy.  We ramped 
up our use of Zoom to help stave off loneliness and increase social interaction.  No Zoom 
session went without lots of chatting after our meetings.   
 
 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Grand Bend 
President:  Joanne Vandenberk 
Spiritual Advisor:  Father Antoine (Tony) Laforet 
Members:  85 

During this challenging pandemic year, a Phone Tree was organized where volunteers touched 
base with their CWL sisters to ask how they were coping during the pandemic, if they had any 
questions or prayer requests, or if they just wished to chat.  The recipients of these calls were 
pleased to be remembered!  Also, our own Council’s informative “Matters of the Heart” 
newsletter is sent regularly to all members. 
Our Corresponding Secretary sent out approximately 125 greeting cards (get well, sympathy, 
thinking of you, thank you, wedding anniversary and milestone birthday cards) this year. Those 
in long-term care or living out of town received cards at Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter and 
Thanksgiving.  Most of our members are computer-savvy and were showered with CWL emails.  
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Without in-person gatherings during the pandemic, members still had opportunities to 
participate in online seminars, workshops, Speaker Series, retreats, annual meeting of members, 
prayer services and so on.  
May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide us safely into 2022 without restrictions…so we can finally 
see each other’s smiling faces again! 
 

St. Patrick’s, Kinkora 
President: Linda Donkers 
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Ronnie Tagnines 
Number of Members: 75   Life Members: 0 
One positive thing Covid has brought to our council was a chance to really reflect on our lives 
and the importance of our families and parish community.  With a smaller attendance at Mass, 
the lack of parish social events, many parishioners haven’t been seen for awhile and they truly 
are missed in our community.  Our Council sent hand written Christmas cards to many of those 
and they were well received, knowing that the CWL hasn’t forgotten them.  We’ve also 
encouraged our members to reach out to others with handwritten greeting cards not only at 
Christmas and on special occasions but any time of the year.  We all know how it can make 
someone’s day or puts a smile on their face when they receive a card out of the blue in their 
mailbox! Our food/toy drive was also a great success in December.  Members were very 
generous knowing the need is out there with so many job losses and increased living costs. 
 
 
St. Joseph's. Listowel  
President:  Theresa Redpath 
Spiritual Advisor:   Fr. Ross Bartley 
Members:  61 
On November 20th, the league sold 50 evergreen arrangements for Christmas.  A week before 
the event.  Hanna and Marian organized two workshops to make these 
arrangements.  Members came out to add their personal touches.  We have various sizes with 
lots of color which added to the Christmas theme.  The event was well received by the public.  
On October 28, 2021  our league sponsored the annual Roast Beef Dinner.  Because of covid, 
we could not have a sit down dinner, so it was take out only.  We served 380 dinners to people 
from the surrounding area.  This event took a lot of preparation.  We had ladies bake 
carrot  and cheese cakes in the church kitchen.  We had approximately 30 members help 
prepare this meal which was well received by the community.  In addition to the ladies helping, 
we had several members of the Knights of Columbus direct traffic and collect tickets.  
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St. Vincent de Paul, Mitchell 
President:  Mary Sanders 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Ronnie Tagnines 
Members:  58 
During this difficult covid time Easter cards were sent out to CWL members. Telephone calls 
were made to members as well during the year. 
At Christmas time Christmas cards were sent out to members with the 100th Anniversary 
prayer book as well. 
 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mount Carmel 
President:   Clasina Geurts 
Spiritual Advisor: Deacon Fred Truchon 
Members:  61               
Our council’s response to what are positives in our council due to Covid-19 was a resounding 
“Zoom Calls”. We have developed an ability to adapt to the use of technology, Zoom meetings, 
online workshops, text messaging, phone calls and lots of e-mails. We did get in four in-person 
meetings last year being creative on where we could meet. We met in a garage, a member’s 
home and twice in a small private hall. Some members said it brought their family members 
closer together. 
 
 
St. Peter, St. Joseph 
President:  Carrie Van Osch 
Spiritual Advisor:  Deacon Brian McDonald (retired) Fr. Vince Gulikers 
Members:  46 
It was another tough Covid-19 year for our small council and we truly look forward to opening back 

up in the spring of 2022.  Without being able to fundraise yet again this year we looked to our 
amazing members to help support 2 major charities that we know look to receive help from us 
over the year.  When asked in our 2022 membership drive for added cash donations, the ladies 
did not disappoint.  Helping us to donate to Blessings Community Store and the Bluewater Rest 
Home as always.  As our CWL Christmas project, we chose Huron County Women's Shelter 
"Basketeers" program. Again, donations and volunteers stepped up to produce not one huge 
basket, but two, filled with kitchen items and products needed for moms and their 
children who are transitioning into second stage housing. WOW... even though we are still 
apart, this small but mighty council always finds a way to support and share their good fortune 
with others.  I thank each and everyone  of them for being so generous.  
 
 
 
 



 

  

  

57  
  

St. James, Seaforth 
President: Mary Barnes      
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Philip Joseph 
Number of Members:   84  Life Members: 0 
An in-person socially distanced out door meeting was held to discuss how to celebrate our 
council’s 100th Anniversary which was May 2021. We decided on a Mass in honour of Our Lady 
of Good Counsel.  We also voted on the National Amendments as well hoping for a favourable 
outcome.  Christmas Greetings were either emailed, snail mail or Facebook Messenger to 
members which was well received giving everyone hope for the future.  We hosted the 
Christmas Bureau collecting monetary donations with a very good response and the proceeds 
going back to the community at large through the local Children’s Aid Society.  
 
Holy Name of Mary,  St. Marys 

President:  Shirley Ann Beecroft 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. David Butler 
Members: 100                       Life Members: 0   
The first two letters of Covid (an acronym) are also the first two letters of  other words such 
as community, compassion, co-journeying, companionship, co-operation, and continuing. 
For several years our parish, Holy Name of Mary, has prayed the Rosary after the Thursday 
morning Mass for those in our parish who had requested prayers. Several times during this 
pandemic it was not possible to continue this devotion in the church, but two of our CWL 
members used their creativity to continue this devotion in another way. These two lovely ladies 
brought folding lawn chairs to the riverside park and placed them about 7 feet apart, they then 
named parishioners whom they knew were struggling with illness, loneliness or bereavement, 
after this they prayed the Rosary for these people. During the next few weeks there were three, 
then four, then a dozen CWL ladies and friends praying the Rosary with compassion and co-
journeying in spirit with those who were lonely, ill, bereaved or had other needs. 
A few of our members made sure that senior CWL members received Birthday wishes and 
cards. They also occasionally chatted by phone to offer a little companionship and at Christmas 
we ensured that our senior members in the nursing homes received a small poinsettia. 
At times, when it was possible, the presidents of the three CWL councils in our Family of 
Parishes also met with our pastor, our Spiritual Advisor, to share what was happening in each 
CWL council and to share ideas for future companionship and co-operation while each 
maintaining our own individuality.  I am so proud of the members in our CWL council and their 
service to our members, our parish and the larger community. Thank you to all of you for a job 
well done and your continuing co-operation and cheerfulness during difficult times. 
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Immaculate Conception, Stratford 
President:  Sharon Twamley 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr.  David Butler 
Members:  83 
We were also faced with the challenges of Covid.  However we managed to have a raffle and 
draw following covid protocols performing the draw outside.  When possible a couple members 
visited or phoned our elderly or shut-ins.  We lost four members this year, Denise Marsh, 
Elisabeth Dobbe, Ellen Hopper and Marj Vere, all outstanding involved members who went 
home to the Lord.  Two anniversary crucifixes were presented to couples married 50 years.  A 
hand-crafted 100th anniversary card was sent to sister members at   St. Joseph.  We gave 
awards to students at the Stratford Catholic secondary school and the French immersion 
Catholic elementary school.  Membership anniversary pins were presented to 32 members, two 
of whom were celebrating 60 years.  Some of these were hand delivered.  At our December 
meeting of vaccinated members Santa paid us a visit.  Lots of laughter!  
 
St. Joseph’s,  Stratford 
President:  Mary Cobb 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. David Butler 
Members:   181                      Life Members:  0 
We have been asked to share positive things that have come out of the pandemic. Although 
these times have been challenging for everyone involved, we have found that our council has 
helped bring calm and happiness.  
 Our membership is dedicated and faithful. Although we have naturally lost members, we have 
also welcomed quite a few new ones. The few in person meeting we have had, were well 
received and everyone was happy to be together. 
First where Mass is concerned many CWL members have stepped up to the new role of our 
Ushers. The role was set in place to assist parishioners to safely attend Mass. We help seat 
everyone to follow all rules in safety distancing. We help make sure everyone is sanitizing upon 
entering the church, and that masks are worn. We found this has helped greatly in keeping our 
church safe.  
We have continued our hospitality in offering members who wish to attend Mass, a safe ride to 
and from church. Also, we reached out to members via phone calls as a way to keep in touch 
and offer CWL news. We found this was well received and our executive council has 
implemented a regular call to our members as a wellness check. Pandemic or not we feel this 
would be a great practice moving forward.  

 
 

 Sacred Heart , Wingham 
President:  Susan Hotchkiss (co) 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Ross Bartley 
Members:  74                       Life Members:  0 
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A member volunteered to contact our parish sick and shut-ins monthly by sending cards small 
gifts (for example a valentine card included a wrapped chocolate heart), and numerous 
telephone calls. A newsletter was prepared. It was emailed or personally delivered by the co-
presidents. 
 
St. Boniface ,  Zurich 
President:  Kathleen Roulston 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Vince Gulikers   
88 Members 
As the world was still in the middle of a pandemic the St. Boniface C.W.L. worked diligently to 
continue to provide prayers and financial support to the lonely, poor and less fortunate.  
Instead of the annual bake sale for Jesu Ashram in India we sent a donation in memory of 
Brother Bob Mittleholtz mission. We provided grocery cards for the less fortunate and sent a 
donation to Blessings, the Huron County Women’s Shelter, Room 2 Grow and the Huron County 
Christmas Bureau.  We provided Mass Cards for the shut ins and have contributed $200 to date 
for the Food Bank Project and over 50 pounds of groceries.  We still have 5 members who have 
graciously donated their time to assist at Blessings.  The St. Boniface CWL gave a donation for 
Monica Hartman, Net Ministries and continued to support our Save a Family Plan. 
On November 15, 2021 our entire family of parishes lost a friend, confidant, Parish Priest and 
Spiritual Advisor.   A donation was sent to Development of Peace in Memory of Father Mathew 
George who was a true inspiration to us all.  He will be greatly missed.  Due to Covid restrictions 
we were unable to hold our monthly meetings in the Church Hall so we provided two updates 
in June and November and held an election for the new 2022-2023 executive by zoom. We look 
forward to the day we can meet together again.  We would like to thank all of our front line and 
essential workers for keeping us safe during these challenging times and continue to pray for 
the end of the pandemic.           
 

                                                              
We need a community to help us reach our goal.  Faith is 

not an individual journey; it’s a team sport.  We need each 
other.  We are on this journey together.   

Dynamic Catholic.com 
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Ingersoll  Region 
Edytta Heleniak, Chair 

11  councils 
With many difficulties and obstacles  through the past year we didn't 
meet in person  as  Ingersoll Deanery , but single  councils tried to 
continue support  local communities and many charitable 
organizations. 
There were lots of phone calls made to contact members , and  
Cards  ( get well, sympathy ,birthday or anniversary ) , support  for local 
schools and churches with monetary  gifts , delivery of food to food 
banks and St Vincent de Paul , making Christmas gift baskets , donations  
made to local hospital’s fund drive , Right to Life , Save a Family, and 
many various charities. 
With restrictions in churches our members continued to act as 
Eucharistic ministers and lectors.  Some ladies were very creative and 
they met in the park observing distance protocols  having a quick 
meeting and prayers.  
We all look forward to coming back to our  full charitable work. 

 

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this 

faith is to see what you believe.  St. Augustine   
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs , Delhi 
President: Vacant   report  submitted by Vicki Braun, Recording Secretary       
Spiritual Advisor: Fr Augustine Ogundele 
Number of Members:  133                                        Life members: 1 
  Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, CWL has been doing “ works of corporal mercy” in our community 
for 84 years. Covid has altered  all but PRAYERFUL monetary support to the community! 
Our Spiritual Advisor Fr. Alan Dufraimont retired in June 2021. As a CWL we were unable to 
host a farewell , choosing to send a monetary gift as he moved into his own home.  We 
welcome Fr. Augustine as pastor of the Catholic Family of Parishes in Norfolk and spiritual 
advisor to Our Lady Queen of Martyrs CWL, Delhi. 
We held 2 CWL meetings, with Covid rules & protocols, to address our financial commitments. 
The league’s financial situation remains positive. A budget was completed and donations 
reviewed with alterations. All correspondence was reviewed and replies completed. 
Fund raising issues are on hold until Covid restrictions, as per protocols from the Diocese, are 
lifted. NO bazaar or rummage sales were held . Rummage was donated to the library for their 
outdoor sale which they held this summer.  
Membership has declined and the league continues to pay the membership of all members that 
reside in Long Term Care. When rules were eased 2 members visited a 100 year old parishioner, 
in LTC to present her with flowers on her birthday.   
As 2022 should be an election year , NO members were willing to move into executive 
positions.  Past President Diane VanWynsberghe continues to  be a great mentor to ALL 
members as is PP MaryAnn Van Maanen. With their guidance and the continuing executive and 
ALL members we continue to pray & manage the league directives. Our league has been 
blessed with devoted women and a very supportive parish community 
The prayer ( phone) line keeps our members in touch to pray for the sick. A member also 
crochets prayer shawls that are given to parishioners. 
 

Sacred Heart,  Ingersoll 
President:  Joanne Schoenmaker  
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Gilbert Simard 
Number of members:  88 
With high hopes 2021 began.  Returning to some normality was anticipated.  We continued to 
communicate with members through our monthly newsletter online and when needed request 
for prayers was sent out.  Unfortunately all activities were on hold till the fall.  We as a council 
met to vote on the amendments and were able to honour on deceased members for the past 2 
years.  It is a wonderful tradition of our council to remember deceased members with our Rose 
Memorial Mass. As the year came to a close we had to delay our own 100th anniversary as 
council till 2022.  Hoping and praying that the coming year will allow us to gather together as a 
sisterhood and return to some normality. 
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Sacred Heart, Langton 
President:  Linda Vandendriessche 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr.  Thomas Kuriacko 
Members:  163 
2021 was a very difficult time for all CWLs, making it difficult to run our events as usual but we 
did manage to keep in touch with many of our members by phone and continue to make our 
regular donations as best as we could. 
As president I say hats off to our knitting group who kept up their efforts providing well 
received hats, mittens, scarves and our campaign of socks. Bravo to the ladies of the Langton 
CWL. 
 
Our Lady of LaSalette, LaSalette 
President:  Edith Heleniak 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr.  Alan Dufraimont 
Members:  79 

           Another year passed of challenging times , with all the restrictions we as a council didn’t meet  
           in person.  With members getting older and not having much connection to the younger   
           generation we stand in a difficult situation  as we are still trying to continue as a council.  As a 
           a result of sending letters to all members and receiving replies, with a smile we can say we can  
           keep the council active for another year.  We kept connected with our members through calls  
           and letters and supported our local church, food bank and school.  We are looking forward to  
           meeting again and getting involved in community life. 

 
St. Peter’s , Norwich 
President:  Mary-Ellen DeKlerck 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Ben Huygen 
Members:  11 

         Our Council is still going, even with no meetings.  We have stayed connected with each other via   
         phone calls.  On a sad note we lost another member  Wanda .  So now we are 10 members .   I  
         have called my members every month by phone to check in on them and reminded them  which  
         member was having a Birthday or special Anniversary .  I have mailed special cards to each one  
         of them like Valentine's, St Patrick's, Easter and Christmas .  Masses were celebrated for all of  
         them living and deceased. We did have a social gathering in the Southside Park in August  
         outside  so we could be 6 feet apart .We could talk and see each other our faces ,and share what  
         had been happening in each others’ lives .Then we had a mini meeting in the park in October  
         outside with 8 members attending .We prayed together and collected the membership from all  
         who were there. The 2 who couldn't attend sent their membership in to our treasurer . .We are  
         not having any other meetings till spring 2022,hoping for things to be back to normal .We ask  
         God to bless our families and keep them  safe and for peace in the world and calmness as we  
         move forward .      
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St. Cecilia’s,  Port Dover  
President: Evelyn Hudecki  
Spiritual Advisor: Fr Augustine Ogundele  
Members: 42 

Although we were unable to have any fundraisers, we were able to continue donating to 
various community organizations, such as: the local Food Bank, Save a Family, St. Cecilia’s 
school, Simcoe District Voice for Life, to the St.    Vincent de Paul Christmas baskets, the Cancer 
Society & the Catholic Missions giving  bursaries to the local elementary & high school 
contributing to the local hospital’s fund drive donating monetary gifts to our pastor & deacons 
We also:                           
- act as Eucharistic ministers & lectors  
- are members of the board at the local food bank  
- volunteer at the local food bank  
We were able to have a luncheon in September & one at Christmas to connect with the council 
members.  We are all looking forward to the time when our normal activities can resume.  
 
Sacred Heart,  Princeton 
President:  Debbie Randall 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Darius Jadozinski 
We regret the disbanding of Sacred Heart and express hope that their members have found a 
warm welcome in their new councils. 
 
 
St. Mary's Parish, Tillsonburg 
President :Darlene Papaioannou 
Spiritual Advisor: Father Ben Huygen 
Number of Members: 251 
Executive meetings were held March and Sept. 2021 (no general meetings in 2021) 
Prayer shawl committee continued to make shawls in their own homes and were made 
available to the sick. 
Our C.W.L. 5-70 year pins were mailed to our members.  
Cards were sent to our members ( Get Well, Sympathy, Birthdays, Anniversaries) 
Masses were said for our deceased members and a banner displayed at the funeral service. 
Gifts were presented to our Communicants and Confirmation candidates. 
During this time our archives were updated, gathered and filed. Our council’s history and 
events through the years were placed in a scrapbook. 
We provided donations to St. Vincent de Paul, Right to Life, school scholarships ,Vision T.V. 
Hospital favors at  Christmas and various charities in our area. 
We received many thankyou cards from various organizations for our support during this very 
difficult time of the pandemic. 
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St. Michael, Walsh 
President:  Mireille Braun 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Thomas Kuriacko 
Members:  61 
We pay membership dues for 3 senior members. 
We have not had any fund raisers since Covid hit but we did have funds on hand. We have 
continued our commitments to the local St Vincent de Paul and the local Catholic schools. Also 
we support the local Right to Life as well as Eskimo Missions in northern Canada, that we have 
given to annually for decades. 
This past year our parish was the site of recording Spanish Masses for seasonal workers. To 
facilitate this wifi was installed to the church. This also needed funding. I am happy to say that 
our council was asked to donate 1/3 the cost of installation. Our funds are down. We did give 
from our funds but added to it from personal funds to almost double the amount asked for. 
One church in “our family of parishes” does not have access to an in-church, hall. Training for 
Sacraments have been done in the hall, and now online teaching from the CWL and other 
religious sites can be accessed as well. 
 
 
 St. Bernard of Clairvaux .  Waterford 
President:  Tinie Klunder 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Al Dufraimont 
Members:  56 
In January in 2021, we were in lockdown again, we did support the families we sponsor in India 
and Africa. 
Staying in touch with the members was a challenge. In October we had a coffee social. 
We had two meetings, November and December. At the November meeting a new executive 
was voted in. 
We enjoyed a Christmas luncheon at our local Legion and we invited our husbands to join us. 
The rest of the year was a blur. Nothing going on. We all hope that 2022 will be more promising 
.  
                                                
Holy Trinity Woodstock  
Acting President – Carmen Velocci 
Spiritual Advisor – Fr. Dariusz Jagodzinski 
181 members    Life members:  1 
Another year of Covid, another year of challenges. Many of our members were kept indoors. We 
kept in touch by sending cards for different occasions, birthdays, a cheerful get well, or a message 
of condolences and sympathy. Some members were able to make visits or take communion to 
other members in retirement homes in between lockdowns. All members received a phone call 
and a chat on their birthday. 
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We had a few meetings outdoors in the summer to plan and pass on information. We encouraged 
members to educate themselves about the Residential Schools and many articles were submitted 
to our CWL Facebook page for members to share.  
One of our members took the course ‘Indigenous Canada’ with Dr. Paul L. Gareau from the 
University of Alberta. Others joined in the Truth, Reconciliation and Healing, 10 Speaker Series 
and Gatherings with the Springbank Catholic Family of Parishes with Fr. Michael Bechard. 
  

 

 

 

 

We realize the importance of our voices only when 

we are silenced.  

Malala Yousafzai  
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London Region 

Dianne Kehoe 

Regional Chairperson 

20 Councils 
 

Faith is opening our hearts to any possibility no matter how unexpected. 
Certainly, the pandemic entering a third year was unexpected. Throughout all of 
this, I have seen Faith in action. The women never lost faith. Their hearts were 
open to all the possibilities the pandemic brought. They shared their faith with 
each other and the community through virtual recitation of the Rosary, online 
retreats, and days of reflection. They shared their faith by their presence in their 
communities in service to the poor and marginalized. Through this sharing, hope 
was instilled that even though we were in a pandemic the CWL cared and was 
extending a helping hand. We have seen and heard about people feeling 
disconnected, isolated, and forgotten. Faith, Service and Social Justice has never 
been more evident. We are finding the joy in our lives and through our faith, hope 
and charity bringing that joy to others. We are “Catholic and Living it!”.  

 
 

I find hope in the darkest of days, and focus in the 

brightest. I do not judge the universe.  Dalai Lama 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/dalai-lama-quotes
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Our Lady of Sorrows, Aylmer 
President:  Sue Zimmer 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Graham Keep 
Members:  115 
The pandemic certainly rattled every council and forced us to rethink how we have done things 
in the past. 
Membership became one of the biggest obstacles to overcome – how do we collect 
memberships?  We formed a very active phone committee and each member was either called 
directly or sent an email with instructions where to drop off their membership fees.  This 
allowed us to have conversations and complete wellness checks on our older members and 
some shut-ins.  This gave our committee the opportunity to promote – “why you should be a 
member”, and we signed 4 new members under the age of 20 last year.  This method proved 
very successful and we are using it again for our membership campaign in 2022 – which is 
currently underway. 
 
 
Sacred Heart, Delaware 
President:  Rose Bujnowski 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Thom Blondin 
Members:  29 
No report submitted.  We pray for them in their decision making process. 
 
St Charles, Glencoe 
President: Teresa O’Leary 
Spiritual Advisor: Fr Thom Blondin 
Members:  47 

As with all our CWL sisters, we at St Charles have found this past year challenging. We managed 
(Oh! So joyfully!!) to have several in person meetings late in the fall, and even managed to host 
a Christmas bake sale with all public health protocols and guidelines firmly in place. 
As with most other councils, we have missed out on our usual activities: no general meetings 
for most of the year, no pot luck suppers, no fun games nights, and, bar one, no fundraising 
activities.  For the better part of the year, while restrictions were being strictly enforced, we 
buoyed each other up with phone calls, emails and the occasional - but extremely welcome! - 
accidental meeting at the grocery store or mail box! 
Due to the lack of fundraising activities during the past two years, we lamented our dwindling 
bank balance. Realizing that in keeping with our annual budget, we still had to cover the 
automatic debits and cheques from our account that are sent to the various causes and 
charities our council supports, we decided that some adjustments had to be made. After 
brainstorming at one of our rare in person meetings in the fall, our discussions led us to decide 
that in lieu of a cash Christmas gift to our pastors, we would give a much more meaningful gift, 
one of “Heart and Home”.   Our members generously contributed baked goods and frozen 
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entrees, home made breads and preserves, etc. to the hamper.  It was an excellent selection of 
foods, and well received and enormously appreciated by our pastoral team, and the ladies truly 
enjoyed sharing the bounty from their kitchens and gardens. 
May 2022 bring more blessings on us all!! 
 
Holy Cross London 
President:  Maria DiCicco 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Nelson Cabral 
Members:  55 
In 2021, we were able to bring in two guest speakers.  The first one, representing Housing 
Development Corporation spoke to our members about Housing Affordability throughout 
London, and in particular, the plans for the property located next to Holy Cross Church.  Our 
second speaker was Kelly Tallon of Courage for Freedom, with information about Human 
Trafficking and some of the resources they provide to victims of trafficking. 
When the Right to Life organization in London cancelled plans for the 40 Days of Prayer held 
outside the LHSC Commissioners Rd location for 2021, our council decided to create our own 
event.  We prepared seven different prayers, and scripture readings for our members.  A group 
of our members, along with members of the parish community then signed up over a 40 Day 
period selecting the day(s) that were convenient for them. 
 
 
Holy Family, London 
President: Frances Bennett, submitted by Angela Pellerin 
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Bob Remark 
Membership: 111       Life Members: 2 
Despite being unable to hold meetings or do fundraising, we had sufficient money in the bank 
to be able to financially assist various charities as per our budget and some members continued 
to serve those in need through working with S.V.D.P. We have been able to keep in touch with 
our members via email and our pastor allowed us to hold a Christmas Social which was much 
enjoyed by the few members who felt safe enough to attend. 
Members have fulfilled the spiritual aspect of belonging to the CWL by participating in and 
facilitating bible study sessions offered by Ascension Press via zoom. That is one good thing 
about co-vid……it has given us the time and opportunity to grow in our faith. 
 
Mary Immaculate,  London 
President:  Amanda Bossuyt 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Augustine Ogundale 
Members:  125 
1. We sent birthday cards and Christmas cards to all members  
2. We managed to have a few members out for a brown bag lunch one Saturday in August for a 
few hours 
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St. Andrew the Apostle,  London 
President:  Anna Vandendries-Barr 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Arockaidross Velanganni 
Members:  49 
We have kept in contact with our email group members and have kept them updated on events 
and information.   Also, we always ask our ladies to share the information with members whom 
they know who do not have email.   One of our ladies on the Executive makes a number of 
phone calls to those with no email.  For CWL ladies who passed on in the past two years, our 
council ladies were part of the honour guard for them. 
 
St. George, London 
Co-President:  Rita MacIntyre 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. John Jasica 
Members: 211 
Sent out quarterly newsletter to all members both electronically and by post 
Made regular phone calls to shut-ins and members who have requested to receive a call 
 Established a St George CWL website 
 Monthly reflections sent by our spiritual convener 
 Membership dues can now be paid  via e-transfer 
 Most of the current executive have served more than 3 years;  as such we have asked for one 
year term due to Covid 
 We had two gatherings October 5 Pie in the Park ;  December 6 Christmas Dinner observing the 
COVID regulations 
 Currently seeking new executive members 
 Continue to have monthly CWL virtual executive meetings 

 
St. John the Divine, London 
President: Colleen Kelly 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Don Pumputis 
Members:  152 
St. John the Divine CWL Loneliness committee, whose motto was Reach Out to End Loneliness, 
invited interested members to participate in a Pen Pal initiative. Twenty members joined. Some 
are still active with their new friend. Others met, engaged and have moved on but are feeling 
enriched by the experience. You never know who we might touch in a significant way with a 
call, email or conversation.  Here is one person’s experience “…due to the lock down earlier this 
year, I was feeling quite lonely and isolated. This is when I received the invite to being a pen pal. 
It came at the perfect time. I am not surprised. God always knows when the perfect time is”.  
To help the members connect during the Lenten season of 2021, we decided on praying 
together through email. Based on the Sorrowful Mysteries, fifteen ladies wrote beautiful 
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personal reflections on the events of that painful journey beginning with Jesus’ final meal with 
his friends and the institution of the Holy Eucharist and ending with Good Friday and his terrible 
death on the cross at Calvary. The weekly emails were found to be very meaningful due to the 
personal reflection by members. We were so grateful to those members who were so generous 
in sharing their thoughts.  

 
St Justin’s, London 
President:  Elisabeth Duggan 
Spiritual Advisor:   Fr. Mark Poulin 
Members:  113 
The last two years have been difficult but we have survived  
This past year we have had an increase in members providing their emails and this has helped 
keep our members involved and informed. 
Our members also did many phone calls to keep in touch and provide support  
We had our first dinner meeting in December with dinner at the Southside Grill. Our turnout 
was great and many happy faces. 
Members worked on knitting for the homeless and I was able to provide many mitts, hats, 
blankets and slippers.  These items were greatly appreciated. 
Looking forward to seeing us having physical meetings. 
 
 
St. Martin of Tours, London 
President Linda Sheridan 
Spiritual Advisor Father Chris Bourdeau 
Members:  68 
Well, it has definitely been another year of this terrible Covid-19,   myself a victim during the 
Christmas season till mid January making me a champion of vaccination.  Being an older parish 
some of our members have definitely missed the personal association the CWL brought to their 
lives.  Our phone chain and cards have been well received by them as they do not participate in 
virtual meetings 
Again this year our members were generous with their donations.  Summertime we did a drive 
by parish collection for St. Joseph's  Hospitality Centre collecting water bottles, juice boxes 
granola bars and especially cheese slices for their sandwiches.  At Christmas we collected 400 
pairs of socks for Mission of Hope and the Men's Mission, 79 pairs of pajamas and numerous 
hats and mitts for Merrymount Children's Centre but I am so pleased with the following story. 
I received a late donation of 17 pairs of pajamas and rather than go back to Merrymount I 
decided to take them to Rotholme Family Shelter.  When the attendant answered the door I 
explained that they were new pajamas  (as they are not taking used clothing at this time) and 
she exclaimed OH MY GOD A CHRISTMAS MIRACLE and proceeded to tell me they were 
expecting 2 families at 4 o'clock and they had no pajamas for the children The sizes in the bag 
were Size 2 to Size 10-12 boys and girls exactly what they needed. Three times she called me A 
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Christmas Miracle.  It was Dec.20th.  I left there very emotional but knowing this was meant to 
be.  He was all Knowing. St Martin of Tours would be so proud of his CWL members. It has been 
my pleasure to have served as president for the last 4 years and look forward to stepping back 
and letting the much younger president Sue Coleman take the reins. 
 
 
St. Michael, London  
President:  Dorothy Solomon 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Murray Sample 
Members:  147 
The positive highlights for our council were the “Fun Nights” we  created via zoom which 
included singing led by our ukulele group of CWL members, trivia, bingo, word scramble, ice 
breakers, scavenger hunts and prizes. Learning to be zoomer- boomers was an interesting 
challenge. For our members who did not have internet access we did a phone tree so  everyone 
was contacted at least twice. The creation of a newsletter was very beneficial to keep members 
informed; one highlight is that  we featured a member and her involvement in community, 
church and CWL.   Both of these activities will continue. It is encouraging to see that a good 
majority of volunteer ministries in church include CWL members. Since the pandemic we have 
hosted a Rosary via zoom once a week and we have members participate in rosary four times a 
week following weekday masses. We held an all member retreat/workshop day to ask, “What 
are we doing well? What is the parish doing that we can participate in? What can we improve 
on? What dreams do you have for our council?” This review and goal setting day gave us 
courage to go on and still plan possibilities. 
 
St. Patrick’s,  London  
President – Mary Paradine  
Spiritual Advisor – Rev. Adam Gabriel  
Members:   124 
This year was mainly directed to spiritual development and helping our members to cope with 
the pandemic.  Members phoned and emailed other members with words of encouragement 
and sometimes praying together on the phone. We had several virtual sessions to pray the 
rosary and those taking part felt it was certainly worthwhile. All members with email contact 
were informed on a regular basis with the need for prayers for members with health issues, 
family deaths, and other important events in the lives of parishioners as well as members of our 
Council. Information and prayers for Important events such as 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative 
Care, Year of St. Joseph, Human Trafficking, and recommendations from the Bishop’s office 
regarding Covid protocol, were part of regular email updates. The Executive managed to have 
several meetings on Zoom. As president, I have tried to keep up with the information provided 
by our hard-working Regional Chair and send this information to the committees involved.  We 
were able to have an in-person retreat for Advent, 2021 in the church with the help of Father 
Gabriel. This was connected to the morning Mass and it was very well attended. I have found it 
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difficult to keep the League fires burning with all members not having access to email or feeling 
they cannot leave their homes. I look forward to the day when we are able to have a meeting in 
our church facilities and see each other in person and share snacks. What a glorious day that 
will be!  
 
 

 
St. Peter’s Basilica, London  
President: Julie Sans    
Spiritual Advisor: Father Jim Mockler 
Number of members:   118  
2021 introduced the virtual world to St. Peter’s Catholic Women’s League.  What did that mean 
for our members?  Those who had minimal or no technology experience, let alone aware of 
video platforms initiated a huge learning curve on how to get connected and participate.  Very 
proud to say, our CWL members have mastered their own fears! They are now “Zooming” using 
their computers, laptops and/or tablets connecting each week for our virtual rosary and 
monthly meetings.   To include those with a house or cell phone, they call in to their internet 
buddy who shares their connection to the group, through their electronic equipment.  For our 
virtual rosary, every week we submit prayer intentions, some new, some remain and some no 
longer needed. During these difficult times it is wonderful to see the love and support that is 
shared by all to all, no one family is exempt from suffering.   Using this technology, the 
programs are endless and allow participation in spiritual events offered across Canada and the 
world, for example World Day of Prayer.  In the lull of restrictions, to mark the 100th anniversary 
of the CWL, a tree was planted on the grounds of St. Peter’s Basilica: a place of honour, to help 
the environment and to be enjoyed by our community. Our CWL sisters did not hesitate to 
participate in the Children’s Aid Society campaign.  We collected and donated over 50 new pairs 
of pajamas to be distributed to children of all ages during the Christmas season.  We were also 
very pleased to be able to offer the sale of treat trays to our Parish community. Following the 
specified protocols, the ladies made to order 36 trays of sweet delights, trays looked amazing.   
Positivity, positivity, pray, pray, pray! 
 
 
 
St. Patrick’s,  Lucan 
President:  Nancy Hess 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Ross Bartley 
Members:  96           Life Members:  1 
As with everyone else in the CWL, covid limitations have stopped so many of our activities. We 
felt it most around the SOCIAL and SPIRITUAL aspects of meetings and running fundraising 
activities. As well, our sacramental gifts were not allowed to be handed out to the children- we 
will catch up on this! We decided to reach out to our own members to see how they were 
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faring with the isolation of this pandemic. A few executive members took this on and it proved 
to be a great experience for both sides of the phone call! It was nice to call members without 
asking them to volunteer for anything!!! We also asked if they each had prayer intentions that 
could be added to the monthly mass we have said for all living and deceased CWL members. 
Our members continued to get many emails for information sharing and online activities that 
were forwarded from regional and provincial levels. We held five general meetings virtually but 
not all members were able to access this technology. We are looking forward to having 
limitations lifted to return to some of our annual activities or even create new ones to include 
our members. parish and community!  
 
 
Sacred Heart, Bornish-Parkhill 
President: Tammy Vandersanden  submitted by Lucy Hendrikx 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Thom Blondin 
Members: 72               1 Life Member 
While Covid presented our council with lots of barriers in 2021, we were able to continue our 
work for God and Canada.  In the past hardships and international situations caused our 
membership to pull together to accomplish our goals, Covid created a divide as we were told to 
stay away from each other.  We were able to hold a few get togethers to discuss what could be 
done to create funds to maintain our support for our corporal and spiritual works of mercy.  
They were not actual meetings, since numbers were restricted indoors and we couldn’t hold 
them on the church premises.  We even held 3 of these planning groups outdoors. 
We held a Christmas in July dinner distributing 170 free turkey dinners to all the widowed and 
single ladies in our North Middlesex Community.  Our “Take a Break” for young parish families 
operated for only 4 months and was well attended.  We held coffee socials outdoors after the 
Masses, when it was warm enough to do so.  We also had small bake sales to cover some of our 
expenses at these coffee socials.  We also held a Harvest Take Out Dinner in September and a 
Square Bake in December. 
Together with the Knights of Columbus we gave gifts to recipients of the Sacraments of First 
Reconciliation, First Communion, Confirmation and Weddings.  We supported 3 families 
through “Save A Family Plan”.  We supported our Parish Family Staff through help in the 
ministries and financially.  We have a strong prayer team that meets weekly to support 
everyone in our Family of Parishes and beyond through prayer ministry. 
 
All Saints Strathroy  
 President:  Pat Buren 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Thom Blondin 
Members:  192 
Some positive things certainly did take place this past year. 
We all became very much aware and thankful for our great healthcare system. Also we realized 
more than before how important it is to keep in touch with our shut-ins even if it is just a phone 
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call or a little note. At Christmas time some of our members visited 23 shut-ins and presented 
them with a poinsettia. 
Almost every Thursday this past year, some of our ladies helped make take out lunches for the 
needy in our community, all according to Covid rules. Other ladies bring communion to the sick 
and shut-ins and serve as readers and ushers. 
We hope and pray that 2022 will bring an end to Covid restrictions so we can get back to 
normal and start making plans for celebrating our 100-102 Anniversary. 
 
 
Holy Angels, St. Thomas 
President:  Terry Collins 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr.  Graham Keep 
Members:  110 
This past year has certainly had its challenges. But with the challenges came an awareness of 
what we found important in our lives. The first thing I noticed was how important the Eucharist 
is in my life and how much I missed receiving the Eucharist when our churches were closed. The 
second thing I noticed was that the friendships that were made in the league became their 
bubble during lockdown. Members kept in touch by phone calls, got together when they were 
able, and even prayed together. When members were asked to make masks or volunteer at 
vaccination clinics, the response was “yes, I now have a reason to get up in the morning” or 
“yes, I now can feel I am doing something to help get us through this.” Covid has made us 
realize the importance of God, family, health and friendships are in our lives 
 
St. Anne’s, St. Thomas 
President:  Katie Kelly 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Graham Keep 
Number of Members:  156    Life members:  0 
Despite continued restrictions due to COVID-19, St. Anne’s CWL members found ways to serve 
each other, our parish, and our community.  We held our first virtual meeting in September.  
Despite a few technical issues, it was nice to “see” everyone.  In October, members joined 
together to pray the rosary both in person and virtually.  Some of our members volunteered at 
our local vaccination clinic.  A small group of CWL members baked 78 banana loaves and 72 
dozen short bread cookies to donate to the Food Bank. 
 
 
St. Helen’s: Wallacetown 
President: Mary Lou McMillan 
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Graham Keep 
Members: 36 
The biggest challenge this year was our membership drive due to pandemic restrictions. 
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We decided to keep in touch with all members (50) as of January 1, 2020. A monthly newsletter 
with birthdays, anniversaries, birth announcements, prayers, and a president’s report including 
CWL news were sent to all 50 members by email or regular mail. All members received a 
Christmas card. 
Two dedicated members decorated the front doorstep at St. Helen’s Church according to the 
Liturgical season. St. Helen’s doors remain closed but our hearts are open to the love of Jesus. 
Members of the community and/or anyone driving through Wallacetown on #3 highway could 
see and enjoy this beautiful tribute to our faith. 
We had enough cash reserves to continue the donations we have on our books. St Joseph’s 
High School supported 10 families at Christmas and participated in food drives.  
We had a successful Christmas Open House (following all health guidelines) and I presented 
years of service pins from last 2 years. We collected food bank donations. 
Many members joined online CWL events including annual meetings at no cost to them. This 
helped to keep us informed and engaged. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Why not go out on a limb?  

Isn't that where the fruit is?  

Frank Scully  
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Sarnia/Lambton  Region 

Nelly Kelders,  Chair 
                                     12    Councils 

 As a rookie regional chair, starting my term during a pandemic, has been both challenging and 
rewarding. The presidents of Sarnia/Lambton were very kind and helpful as I learned my way. 
Two veteran regional chairs, Pat Sloan and Willi Kole have been invaluable supports as I 
navigated this role. I am blessed to work with such an inspiring group of women. Faith – Prayer 
is fundamental to all councils. Members were regularly asked to pray for those in need, those 
who have died and for the needs of our country. Masses were offered throughout the year for a 
variety of needs. Councils have provided honour guards at funeral masses for members who 
have passed. They have attended on-line services provided by other councils as well as 
Diocesan and National. We continued to be aware of the needs of our communities and provide 
support as we are able. Hope – Throughout 2021, our Councils made plans for their members as 
to possibilities once COVID restrictions lifted. They adapted activities to meet the needs of 
members and to keep everyone safe. Fundraising did take place that allowed more interactions 
between members than was previously possible. There were a few in-person meetings for some 
councils. Although the restrictions hampered the way we always did things, the joy of seeing 
one another far outweighed the negatives. Through Zoom meetings and emails, presidents 
were able to reach out to their members to keep them appraised of Council business and to 
assure them that we continue to thrive, even in these difficult circumstances. Charity – Gianna’s 
Home is a new initiative for Sarnia,  a charitable organization providing a safe welcoming 
community-based atmosphere for expectant and post-partum mothers. Several councils in 
Sarnia/Lambton have stepped forward to offer support through donations of various kinds and 
of course prayers. This service is much needed as Sarnia is on the 400 series of highways, which 
we know are high traffic areas for human trafficking. 
 
 

                                                       

 

 

 

In necessary things, unity; in doubtful things, liberty; in all 

things, charity.  Anne Baxter 
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St. Michael, Bright's Grove 
President: Mary van Delft 
Spiritual Advisor: Father Dan Vere     
Membership: 125 
St. Michael CWL started the year with a new Executive Council.  Right from the start, we were 
challenged by the ongoing restrictions imposed by the pandemic.  

• Our Council purchased a Zoom license allowing us to meet virtually.  This resource was 
used to host CWL Regional Council meetings as well.   

• We continued to reach out to members through our weekly communiqué, which was 
started in 2020.  Sent to members via email, these updates included prayer requests, 
celebrations, information about on-line forums and training, links to information on the 
National and Diocesan websites and issues of concern for members, like human 
trafficking, abuse of women, mental health and truth and reconciliation.   

• A buddy system was set up to ensure that women who did not have access to email 
received a paper copy of the weekly CWL Update from another member. 

• With access to church meeting rooms opening up in the fall, our Council held our 
traditional pie-making workshops.  Adhering to all the rules for social distancing, mask 
wearing and contact tracing, these workshops proved to be more about our need to get 
back to socializing than making money. 

• Our only in-person meeting was held in December.  Diocesan President, Theresa Ryan, 
presented St. Michael CWL member, Sandra Cabiddu, with the Bellelle Geurin Award for 
her long-time service to CWL, particularly as editor of the League Lingo for many years. 

• Members of our Council assisted in making phone calls to parishioners as part of our 
Family of Parishes’ outreach. 

 
St. Joseph, Corunna 
President: Susan Morphew 
Spiritual Advisor: Deacon C. Stevens 
Number of Members: 59      Life Members: 0  
2021 – another roller coaster year of restrictions, isolation and hints of freedom.  After a 
closed-in winter our council was able to have Zoom meetings in the spring and some in-person 
meetings in the fall.  We were on a roll. Then shutdown again.  The technology has been a 
positive factor with keeping the Executive together and up to date with happenings in the 
League and parish.  It allowed us to run a short campaign that raised $1404 in cash and grocery 
cards towards Operation Christmas Tree, a local effort which provided baskets to needy families 
in St. Clair Township.  Since one-third of our members do not have access to the technology we 
still rely on Canada Post to get newsletters, cards and important information to everyone.  At 
year’s end this included detailed information about the upcoming National vote.  We definitely 
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are spreading more League information farther as we concentrate on the communication needs 
of a pandemic population.  
 
St. Charles, Courtright 
President:  Elizabeth Bainbridge 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr Dan Vere & then Fr Benard 
Membership:  24 
St Charles CWL is a rural council established in 1921. Yes, we are about 100 years! Our council 
focused on individual efforts to provide service to our community during the CoVid 19 
pandemic that impacted Canadian society.  We look forward to our league re-opening safely 
and keeping Christ at the centre of our interactions with others.  Regarding the 7 acts of Mercy 
our ladies put effort into being Christ-like.  Feed the Hungry:  our ladies made time and made 
financial donations to local soup kitchen (Inn of the Good Shepard), and the Corunna Food 
Bank.  Give water to the thirsty:  our members are on the Prayer Committee that prays 15 
minutes each day for others, we make donations to Rebound, we lead a Recovery 
group.  Clothe the naked: we raise funds and make financial and clothing donations to St 
Vincent De Paul, the Women’s Interval Home, participate in supporting migrant workers, and 
other similar activities. Shelter the homeless: on an individual level we support Christian Child 
Fund, World Vision, Chalice, Save the Children etc.  Visit the sick:  our ladies weekly visit the sick 
in hospital and in Hospice, and our ladies send cards and visit shut-ins, and we make donations 
to Pathways a facility for children and adults with special needs.  Visit the imprisoned, or 
ransom the captive:  on an individual level we make financial donations to international aid 
organizations.  Bury the Dead:  our ladies financially supported memorial masses, we served on 
the Cemetery Committee and we sang in the choir for Funeral Masses. 
 
St. Christopher, Forest 
President:  Judith DeWitt, Contact 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Mark Maloney 
Members:  6 
No report submitted 
 
St. Philip's, Petrolia 
President:  Ann Selman-Wade 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Francis Thakkumkattil 
Members:  81 

 

 * had a few meetings with vaccinated members in 2021 
*President's husband died suddenly in summer 2021 but members kept in touch during & 
afterwards 
*donated $300 to Migrant Workers Ministry in Watford in the summer & 3 times to Petrolia 
Food Bank 
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*President thanks her members for being so dedicated, loyal, faithful. Being their President is a 
delight. 
 
 
Our Lady of Mercy Sarnia 
President: Phyllis Vanoverbeke 
Spiritual Advisor: Deacon Lyle LaLonge  
Members: 43  
It has a been an incredibly sad year with COVID-19  
In February I sent a valentine to all the members – many were surprised – it reminded them of 
their childhood school days- getting a simple valentine  
The virtual convention in April, I thought  went well .  I was so pleased with myself I was able to 
press the right button especially with the voting  
June, we made our financial commitment to the Capital Campaign.   
From the sales of Deacon Lyle Spring rolls – it helps the league to keep a bank balance again  
We had a in person special meeting in December to vote on the resolutions  
 
Queen of Peace, Sarnia 
President: Joanna Kazanecki 
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Jan Burczyk 
Number of Members: 36 
This year was difficult. Meetings, bazaars and social gatherings were limited or canceled. 
Corona Virus changed our way of life. 
We found it necessary to communicate by phone and/or computer. 
Often information was also given before and after mass. 
After two years of the present situation, hopefully we will appreciate what we had. 
 With God’s blessings, things will get better and we’ll return to our old ways. 

 

Sacred Heart, Sarnia 
President:  Judith Gillespie,  Contact 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Matthew Bedard 
Members:  105 
No report submitted 
 
St. Benedict,  Sarnia   
President:  Carol Hall 
Spiritual Advisor:  Deacon Lyle Lalonge 
Members:180  
2021 has been a very difficult year. The executive managed to meet, outside, several times and 
were finally able to meet, inside, in September. We tried to make these occasions special by 
going out to lunch at various local restaurants.  Fortunately, our total executive is double 
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vaccinated.   We were able to meet, as a council, from September to December, with proper 
protocols in place. When we were finally able to inform enough members about the National 
motions, they were discussed and voted on.  During the time that we could not meet, our 
league made a concerted effort to reach out and inform members with frequent newsletters.  
Fortunately, over 100 of our members are on our email list.  Cards were sent at Easter and 
Christmas to all our shut ins and members in nursing homes. Members were encouraged to 
reach out by making phone calls.  A site on Facebook Messenger has been organized for CWL 
members and a separate one for the executive only.  These continue to be an excellent way to 
reach out when prayers are requested or information needs to be passed on.  We also have a 
St. Benedict’s CWL website which our communication chairperson moderates. Over this past 
year,  we received news about a new initiative in Sarnia by Lambton Right to Life.  Gianna 
Home, a residence to support girls and women who choose to carry their babies to term was 
established.  It also will provide support for them afterwards.  A monetary donation was made. 
As well, a very successful drive for supplies was spearheaded by our council. 
Over the past 2 years we have not been able to provide funeral honour guards for our deceased 
members.  However, we have been able to ensure that CWL scarves were available  to be worn 
by members reading or helping in any way or for family members to use. We sent Perpetual 
Mass cards to the families of our deceased members.  In November, our spiritual chairperson 
organized a  lovely memorial service for the 16 members who were no longer with us.  In 
December, we honoured our 25, 40, 50, 60 and 70 years members with their service pins. Many 
of these were delivered to members at their homes.  They represented 596 years of service for 
God and Canada.  We look forward to the challenges in 2022.   
 
 
St. Joseph, Sarnia 
President:  vacant 
Spiritual Advisor:  Deacon Lyle Lalonge 
Members:  32 
No report submitted 
 
 
 

 Our Lady Help of Christians, Watford  
President:  Joanne Rombouts 
Spiritual Advisor:  Deacon John Lammers 
Members:  46 
The highlight of our year was the fundraiser we held in November through the first week of 
December. Our executive got together to make little fridge magnets to sell at $5 a piece or 5 for 
$20. With each tile a person bought they were given a ticket into a draw for our prizes. The 
prizes were amazing! We had approached community businesses as well as individual members 
to contribute prizes for our draws. We were overwhelmed with the response of contributions 
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and then again we were overwhelmed by how many tiles we sold. Twice we had to make more! 
It was a huge success and so good to work together on a project.  
 
Holy Rosary,  Wyoming 
President:  Joan Fournier 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Francis Thakkumkatil 
Members:  45   
Another year of covid!  We have kept in touch with our members through phone calls and door 
visits.  We kept up with meals for Inn of the Good Shepherd but this is our last year of doing 
them.  Our volunteers are getting too old and also health problems are preventing us from 
continuing.  We have been providing meals and serving them for over 40 years when there are 
5 Saturdays in the month.  We had our December get together but this year it was for only our 
CWL members.  We had an advent service and had lunch.  We also went through the motions 
to amend the constitution and bylaws and the motion for the per capita fees.so we felt it was a 
very productive meeting.  Let’s hope that 2022 gets us back to a more normal lifestyle.  May 
Our Lady of Good Counsel guide us all in our upcoming decisions. 
 

 
 

   

Life is fragile and short and worth all the loving presence 
we can bring to it.  

Rebecca Kushins 
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Windsor Region Annual Report 2021 
  Caroline Ngui, Windsor Region Chairperson, 

           12 CWL Councils 
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith and to 

witness the love of God through ministry and service 
Unfortunately, the pandemic continued right through 2021 with the occasional relaxation 
of the restrictions throughout the year. Our CWL Councils’ executive members did their 
best to keep in touch with members in many creative ways to provide fellowship and 
friendship to each other. 
During the year, members continued to share their faith by gathering together on-line 
and when possible in the church for scriptural rosaries, days of reflection, various masses 
and the World Day of Prayer Service in March. All wonderful examples of members 
supporting each other through prayer and worship.   Through contacting members by 
phone calls, emails, newsletters, cards and Christmas packages to house bound members, 
many members reached out to others to offer hope and love to our members, 
parishioners and friends. 
Although we had very few CWL funds to distribute to those in need, our members were 
able to extend charity is several creative ways; e.g. gathering clothing for a young single 
mother in need, donating needed food items to the Society of St Vincent de Paul parish 
pantries, donating gift cards to the annual Giving Tree projects in Advent, donations to an 
elementary School snack program, and continuing to offer bursaries to Grade 8 students 
for uniforms and post-secondary bursaries to Grade 12 students.  
In conclusion, the Windsor CWL Councils continued their strong tradition of showing their 
faith, hope and charity to our members, the parish community and our local communities 
during these challenging times. Under the guidance and protection of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel may we continue to grow in faith and to witness the love of God through ministry 
and service 

 

To one who has faith, no explanation is necessary. To one without 

faith, no explanation is possible.  Thomas Aquinas 

 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/thomas-aquinas-quotes
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St. Paul’s,  LaSalle 
President: Judith Benn 
Spiritual Advisor: Father Dwayne Adam  
Number of Members: 36 
This has been a very challenging year for everyone, and it  is hard to believe that another year 
has passed under the umbrella of Covid-19. Once again, we have been unable to meet so have 
kept in touch by e-mails, phone calls, reminders, and prayers. We have tried to incorporate 
many Corporal works of Mercy in our daily lives. St Paul’s CWL members helped compose 
twelve Mass intentions and sent them with our donation to the Missions of Canada. We sent 
monitory donations in support of the Confirmation Program and the Joy Project (for seniors) for 
St Paul’s Parish. We mailed “Thinking of You” cards to all members who have no computer 
access and included the theme prayer cards  for 2022, “ Catholic and Living It “. We paid 
memberships for our two ladies who are long time members of the CWL, now in nursing 
homes, and  also sent them Christmas, Easter, and Thanksgiving cards.  All members  were sent 
information regarding online workshops, seminars, retreats, and important news and were 
encouraged to participate when able. Some of our members, myself included,  attended the 
Compassionate Care Workshop and the World Day of Prayer Service with the People of 
Vanuatu, as well as many other workshops and retreats.  I sent out copies of the Devotion 
prayers for the Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel and our members participated at home. The 
Past President and I attended the Virtual Meeting of Members as Accredited and Voting 
delegates. 
 
Corpus Christi, Windsor   
President: Debrah Parent 
Name of Spiritual Advisor: Rev. John Pirt 
 Members: 149   Life Members: 0 

• Members continued to donate goods to St. Vincent de Paul. 

• Members were able to fund raise for Our Lady of Guadeloupe Home and run a 
membership blitz on the parking lot of the parish. 

• Instructed vote was accomplished at an in person meeting (December 2021). 

• Rev. John Pirt led the celebration of life to honour our thirteen deceased members 
(November 2021). 

• The Corresponding Secretary continued to present members with handmade cards, 
cheering those in isolation. These cards were also hand delivered. 

• The Recording Secretary continued to keep the membership informed with emails, plus 
the phone committee kept in contact with the membership. 

• Members attended many virtual events during the year. 
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Holy Trinity, Windsor 
President:  Valerie Blak Gill 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Z. Sawicki 
Members:  not available 
No report submitted 

 
Most Precious Blood Parish, Windsor 
President: Joan Jakubo       
Spiritual Advisor:  Father Greg Bonin 
Membership:  130 
Our council used virtual technology to provide opportunities to connect with one another. Our 
virtual experiences included fun activities, spiritual rosaries during Lent, months of May and 
October and council meetings. 
Our members continued to support our family of parishes through volunteering in a variety of 
capacities from Covid Protocol, catechists for adult and children formation programs, and small 
group leaders for adult faith programs.  
We used newsletters and phone calls to reach those members who did not have access to the 
virtual experiences. 
We concluded 2021 with an in-person/virtual mass in which our new executive was affirmed. 

 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Windsor 
President: Brigitte McFadden 
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Greg Bonin 
Number of Members: 51     
Another difficult year has come to an end. Due to restrictions, we are still not meeting in 
person. Trying to keep in touch with our members is very challenging since the majority are 
seniors who do not have access to computers. 
We still can not use our new hall. Everyone is getting anxious to have our first event but we can 
only do this when restrictions are lifted by the Board of Health and the Diocese.  The memorial 
wall in the hall is filling up fast and many past parishioners are now remembered in our 
thoughts and prayers. We have purchased one to remember our members. 
We have also welcomed two new priests, Father Pedro Zuniga and Father Varghese Devas to 
our pastoral team. Their hard work, enthusiasm and devotion to our Family of Parishes will be 
an inspiration to us. 
As we move forward, we find that our usual routines that brought us comfort and reassurances 
have changed. Many find our new rules and restrictions very difficult. The lack of usual 
gatherings, meetings and events find our members isolated. 
We pray that with God’s grace and trust in the Lord, that all our members find peace and the 
answers to their prayers. 
 
 



 

  

  

85  
  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Windsor 
President: Diane Miller 
Spiritual Advisor Fr. Antonio Del Ciancio 
Members:   
Emailed members with Christmas greetings and thinking of you. 
Mailed out Christmas cards to members with no internet 
Greeted members at Sunday mass. 
Newsletter was sent out in the spring. 
We had our first in person meeting in October. 13 members  came out. 
 

 

Our Lady of the Assumption, Windsor 
President:   Marilyn Morrison 
Spiritual Advisor:   Fr. Maurice Restivo, C.S.B. 
Members:  19 
It is hard to believe that it has been two years since our Council was officially re-activated 
however due to the Pandemic, we were faced with all the challenges the world which left us 
unable to develop plans to move forward as a League.  Although we have been unable to meet 
as a group, members are called to grow in faith and to witness the love of God through “Ministry 
of Prayer and Service.”  These past 2 years we had 3 members pass away and continue to keep 
them and their families in our prayers.  Again, this year we were able to reach out to our Parish 
Community to request donations of winter attire for those less fortunate than ourselves.  As a 
result, we were able to deliver a generous supply of hats, gloves, socks and scarfs to the local 
Unemployed Help Centre, the Welcome Centre Shelter for Women, the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
and to our Assumption Cares Program. Membership recruitment/renewal has been very difficult, 
but members are encouraged to persevere and prepare for a better future, one filled with hope 
when we can once again meet our goals and objectives as members of the League and fulfill our 
mandate to financially support our Parish Community and the many charities in need especially 
now during this difficult time of our lives. 
 
 
Our Lady of the Atonement, Windsor 
President:  Pierette Craig 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Rob Rocheleau 
Members:  162 
Our council had 156 dues paying members for the year of 2021. COVID restrictions continue to 
prevent us from meeting in person.  However, we continue to meet virtually both as the 
executive committee and membership. We continue to facilitate communications with 
members through phone calls, newsletters, email etc.  Our Corresponding Secretary continues 
to send special cards to those appropriate members. Once again, we have experienced losses in 
our council due both to deaths and member having to closer to family as they require care.  
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We continue in our CWL mandate of service through support of various community activities 
such bursaries to the graduating grade 8 classes of our local grade schools and high school 
candidates; we supported the school breakfast program. Support to our parish Giving Tree 
Program working with our local conference of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul. We enjoyed 
the Community C regarding Compassion Care Seminar and are looking to undertake action in 
that regard. 
 

 

Immaculate Heart, Windsor 
President:  Anna St. Antoine 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr.  Michael Dwyer 
Members:  38 
No report submitted 
 
 
St. Alphonsus, Windsor 
President:  Kraith Bolton 
Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Maurice Restivo 
We regret the disbanding of  St. Alphonsus and express hope that their members have found a 
warm welcome in their new councils. 
 
 
 
St. Angela Merici , Windsor 
President: Lucia Truant 
Spiritual Advisor:   None at present 
Members:  43 
At the present time, our Council does not have a Spiritual Advisor. 
On December 6, 2021, we had a special mass for the C.W.L. members with Fr. Steven Huber 
officiating, and Darren Dupuis on organ. At the end of the mass, service pins were given out to 
those in attendance.  This year, we had 9 members receiving service pins from 5 years all the 
way up to 30 years.  At that time, we also had our elections, collected dues and donations from 
our members.  With the donations, we were able to give $200.00 to St. Vincent de Paul, pay to 
have a broke door handle fixed at the Church, and pay for the poinsettias which decorated our 
Church for Christmas.  
We hope everyone stays safe and we are able to again meet as a Council some time in 2022!  
God bless us all! 
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St. John Vianney ,  Windsor 
President: Helen Biales  
Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Rob Rocheleau  
Members: 77     Life Members: 1  
We continue to live in a covid world with masking and social distancing to protect ourselves and 
our families. Most of us have been fully vaccinated with several receiving their booster. E-mails 
with an attachment with some type of encouragement poem or video were sent to the 
members with e-mails. Those without e-mails receive a mailed update monthly to let them 
know we are thinking of them. As well several of the council do call one another just to chat. 
Our honourary members, those in Long Term Care Homes or Retirement Homes, received a 
card on special occasions such as Christmas, Easter, Birthdays, etc. Many of these ladies no 
longer pay their dues but we feel it is important to keep in touch with them. They are the 
history of our Council. We were able to have a time of reflection in the church in August. 
Twenty-five members attended. It was our only in person gathering for the year. Those in 
attendance were pleased to be able to gather. 
 
 
St. Michael, Windsor 
President:   
Spiritual Advisor: 
Members:  20 
No report submitted 

 
 

 
A miracle is not defined by an event. A miracle is defined 

by gratitude.  Kate Baestrup 
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Life Member Liaison Report 2021    Diocese of London 

Life Member Liaison:  Patricia M. Rivest 
 

Life Members and Past President 
Honorary Life Members: 0          Life Members:11 

Newly Appointed Life Member 2021:  Angela Pellerin 
 

Life Member Liaison’s Activity Report 
 

• At present there are 11 Life Members in the Diocese of London 

• 2021 continued to be a year of restrictions, lockdowns, caution, loneliness, 

isolation and change. 

• Life Members are still actively engaged in their councils, parishes and 

communities 

• Life Members kept all members of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

in their prayer intentions offering strength and support  

• Life Members supported members with prayers, phone calls, emails, cards, 

etc. 

• Life Members continued to be mentors offering encouragement, knowledge 

and support to members at various levels of the League 

• Sent cards for various occasions 

• Forwarded prayer requests from Provincial Life Member Liaison Jeannie 

Coleman 

• Forwarded National Communiques to Life Members 

• Would like to believe that the year of 2021 brought people together through 

prayer, reflections, spiritual readings and more thoughtfulness and kindness 

to one another 
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Shirley George 

• Appreciated all the messages of support members and councils sent after 

Matt’s death.   

• A most sincere thank you for prayers and support. 

 

Muriel Murphy 

• Living in Vancouver at present 

• No report 

 
 

Mary Van Dyk 

• The start of 2021 was in recuperation mode as I was recovering from a hip 

replacement.  So, with that I spent a lot of time sitting in a comfy chair 

crocheting lap Afghans for the London Crochet Club when finished I 

completed 65 Afghans for the year. 

• As I still needed to go slow, I decided to type up and print my 3rd cookbook.  

With that done I continued and typed up my father’s family tree dating back 

to 1847, as well his mother’s family tree.  What a wonderful feeling of having 

those two trees completed. 

• Over the year, I also knitted 12 pairs of socks which was given to a group 

preparing Christmas bags for the homeless.  I also made 25 large Christmas 

stockings for the same group to go along with 275 stockings filled for the 

homeless. 

• As there was no chance of doing projects with the Holy Family, London CWL 

I just continued to keep myself busy knitting, crocheting and quilting. 

• November, the CWL hosted an in-person meeting with protocols in place to 

do the instructed vote for National.  We were also able to have an in-person 

Christmas Luncheon with protocols in place.  It was wonderful to see all who 

attended both gatherings. 

• The year ended with watching midnight mass from the Cathedral in Hamilton 

and Christmas dinner with our son and family on Christmas day. 
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                              Trucy Cornelis 

• Been restricted from many CWL functions this past year due to covid 19. 

• Attended the go to meeting or Zoom meeting for convention and General 

meeting for CWL. 

• Other than that, prayed the Family Rosary every morning and daily Mass 

during the week.  Sunday mass at church. 

• Hopefully the pandemic will be over soon.   

• Please God have mercy on us all. 

 

Maria S. Odumodu 

Covid 19 and the variants brought in their wake changes to our life in a way not 

known before. Parish activities including CWL were disrupted and ways found to     

accept the challenge. Prayer and acts of mercy have been crucial in living Catholic. 

• Member Parish Advisory Board 

• Despite Covid 19 and variants was able to attend Diocesan and Provincial 

Conventions through the use of technology. 

• Attend workshops including the one to St Joseph 

• Attend Daily TV Mass and pray for the League, end to pandemic and 

peace in the world.  

• Advice given as needed by President 

• Mentoring young people  

• As part of work, we went to Japan and China 

• For the first time in 26 years there was no Christmas Pageant 

• Read directives and prayed for CWL members 

• Called Parishioners to assure them that they are not alone 

•  Joe and I were recognized for 50 years of marriage 
 

Bev Weiler 

• Agreed to sit on a committee to develop a Manual of Policy & Procedure for 

the London Region 

• Have answered questions and offered direction to a couple of councils and 

our Regional Chair. 
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• Attended regional meetings physically and virtually as well as the diocesan 

convention 

• In my own council I was appointed Recording Secretary as our former 

secretary resigned. 

• Part of a phone committee to touch base with our members every few 

months and whenever necessary 

 
 

Patricia M. Rivest 

• Appointed Diocesan Life Member Liaison by Diocesan President, Theresa 

Ryan 

• Aware of the activities in my council of St. Michael’s in Leamington 

• Assisted and answered questions from my council and members from other 

councils 

• Member of the Diocesan History Book Committee 

• Sub-committee member of the OPC Treasury 

• Attended Zoom meetings, GoToMeetings for retreats, reflections,  

• Attended the Diocesan and Provincial conventions by way of technology 

• Continued to have coffee every Tuesday or Wednesday morning in the 

parking lot at McDonalds in our cars with 2 members.   A beautiful 

friendship has been borne through this pandemic 

• Virtually participated in funeral mass for Fr. Matt George 

• Sudbury and Winnipeg families visited for one week in September 

• Attended our grandson, Nathan’s, first communion in Winnipeg in October 

• Waiting for when we meet again and share many great big hugs and smiles 
 

Lucy Hendrikx 

• Completed my term as Diocesan Life Member Liaison in May 

• Attended the Diocesan Convention on-line 

• Attended London Regional Meetings 

• Chairing a committee to create a Policy and Procedure Manual for the London 

Regional 

• Since we are not allowed monthly meetings and our President wants to step 

down, I’ve taken on the role of Interim Leader at the Sacred Heart CWL 

Council in Parkhill 
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• I am so looking forward to meeting my sisters in the League in person once 

again. 

  
 Mary Jean Horne 

• Continued to act as the Resolution and Legislation chair for my council. 

Although we did not have any meetings any question council members asked, 

on various subjects I answered if it pertained to legislation. 

• As we continued another year of covid I began to send notes out to our 

seniors. My daughter-in-law makes note cards with various words and 

pictures on the front. I can write a little note telling I am thinking of them 

and I often get a call to thank me we can have a nice chat. 

• I love to read and I know that Mary Bannon always suggested various books. 

Two books of the many I have read this winter are “The Forgotten Home 

Child” (If there’s thing that defines this book, it is, the essence of the 

past). (Armando Lucas Correa quoted)  

• “Come From Away” A novel of the Second World War. The author of both 

books is Genevieve Graham both are an excellent read. 

• I have also spent many hours in prayer and reflection and read the readings 

of the day. I miss my friend Cam she is now at peace also Fr. Matthew 

George. Prayer has been a great help at those time as it brought me peace. 

• I want to say thank you to my sisters of the League for the many prayers 

for my brothers. Two cousins passed away over these last months leaving me 

the oldest. Where there is sadness there is joy. By the time you read this, 

we will have been blessed with twin girls. 

•  We now have nine great grandchildren. 

 

Marie-Theresa Lamphier 
Covid has restricted our activities quite a bit this year again.  However, we were able to do 
some things virtually.  As a member of the Provincial Council, the treasurer duties kept me 

busy. 

• Participated in Compassionate Care workshop promoted by London Diocese 

• Participated in the St. Joseph Lenten Retreat hosted by London Diocese 

• Participated virtually in the Welcome Package presentation offered by 

Provincial 

• Prepared all reports and participated in the virtual OPC Winter meeting 
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• Participated in virtual meeting for the Windsor Region on Wills and Power of 

Attorneys 

• Attended Diocesan Convention virtually 

• Attended and participated in OPC Convention 

• Prepared all reports and presentations for OPC meeting/convention 

• Participated in “Maple Leaf Project” (Against Human Trafficking) along with 

other councils at Ste. Anne’s in Tecumseh 

• Attended the National Convention virtually 

• Participated in CWL Day of Reflection at St. John Vianney and received 30 

yr. pin 

• Supported council’s fundraiser by purchasing mums from St. John Vianney 

CWL 

• Participated in exercise classes for Life After Fifty at Windsor Family 

Credit Union when allowed 

• Attended funeral for Cam Cadotte, Diocesan Treasurer 

• Attended virtual Day of Reflection offered by Sault Ste. Marie Diocese 

• Participated in two Orientation meetings offered by Provincial Council 

• Virtually participated in funeral mass for Fr. Matt George 

• Have tried to keep in touch with my sisters in The League through Facebook 

and phone calls. 

• Continually, writing cheques, updating general ledger and writing letters as 

required in my position as Ontario Provincial Treasurer. 
 
 

Angela Pellerin 

• For me 2021 started with a bang when I fell and broke my arm on January 3rd. 

Subsequently I had to have surgery to insert a plate and screws. I am so 

fortunate to have good neighbours who helped with chores I couldn’t do 

myself, walked the dogs for me and drove me to medical appointments as well 

as did most of my grocery shopping. I feel truly blessed. 

• Due to Covid I had to limit the time spent with my son and his family as they 

are connected to 4 different schools. Aaron is chaplain at St. Thomas Aquinas 

High School, Sue is principal at Our Lady Immaculate Elementary School in 

Strathroy, Lily attends St. Mary’s Choir School and Hannah is at Our Lady of 

Lourdes in Delaware. When the schools were closed Aaron was able to work 

from home and oversee the girls’ on-line learning while Sue had to be at the 
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school which was open for special needs children.  As Lily had to isolate in late 

December due to her friend testing for positive for Covid, I spent this 

Christmas on my own. They came to bring me Christmas dinner ---- Lily was 

officially out of isolation on Christmas Day. 

• On the CWL front, I mentored Dianne Kehoe who did a great job in keeping on 

top of things during this very trying time. My own council was unable to meet 

in person as our pastor closed the parish hall for all meetings/events. I sent 

emails to those members who have provided email addresses, every once in a 

while, to pass along news and also asked our corresponding secretary to send 

out cards, masses, etc. when I heard of those in need. Fr. Remark did allow us 

to have a Christmas social in early December and those attending enjoyed 

being together….the chatter and laughter was so good to hear. We had to 

bring everything in as the kitchen is locked up tight – catered sandwiches, 

squares etc. from Remarks, cartons of coffee from Tim Horton’s, paper plates 

and napkins, plastic utensils and so own. We did not charge for this event; it 

was our gift to those attending.  

• Our council president stepped down at the end of the year as she felt she had 

completed her term. The treasurer and myself are attempting to keep the 

council going the best we can at this time. 

 

                                      Past President :  Rebecca McCarrell 

     2021 turned out to be another year of pandemic with challenging decisions 

being made and not always popular. 

• Our “Go to Meeting” platform was expanded to include our AMM and 

workshops put on by the various chairpersons. 

• Continued to be supportive to Ontario Provincial and National requests for 

my assistance.  I answered the multiple surveys, participated in discussions, 

and wrote letters to our National Council in support of and in disagreement 

of the various changes being presented.  I participated in workshops, and 

even had time to write one or two. 

• Deeply troubled by the National Council’s decision to have a moratorium of 

Life Membership.   

• Wearing multiple hats at the Diocesan level to assist Theresa Ryan in filling 

in the gaps of the diocesan council that is short a couple of members.  I have 

shared the responsibility of Chatham Kent Regional Chairperson with Mary 
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Clare Latimer and we worked diligently to encourage a member to take on 

this position. 

• Continued to assist Cam Cadotte in her treasurer duties as she fell ill and 

took over as Acting Treasurer when our sister was unable to carry on.  I 

continue in this role.  Cam will always be in my heart not only as a sister in 

the league but a very great friend. 

• My family life became full as I began the year with 2 of my grandchildren 

with me.  Trinity and Keni continued with me for the full year.  
• I was blessed with Noah James, our first great grandson.  Mom 

Destinee, Dad Mike, Mhamó Kaitlin (Irish for grandma) are all doing 
well.  

• I look forward to 2022 to bring an end to the pandemic, and to provide 

service to The League, and my sisters however I am able. 
 

 
 

Recommendations 

• Invite your Life Members to your meetings as guest speakers and mentors 

• Promote the League where ever and whenever possible 

• Remember to wear your League pins 
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Presidents, London Diocesan Council  
 1921-1922  Mrs. B. C. McCann  London  

 1923-1924  Mrs. J. J. P. Dunn  Chatham  

 1925-1926  Mrs. G. B. Dawson  Sarnia  

 1927-1928  Mrs. W. Kirwin  Ingersoll  

             1929                            Mrs. J. Bohan                                                  Monkton         

             1930                            Miss K. Casey                                                 LaSalette  

 1931-1932  Mrs. J. A. Horricks  Windsor  

 1933-1934  Mrs. J. A. Frezell  London  

 1935-1936  Miss Catherine Toal  Strathroy  

 1937-1938  Mrs. T. E. Durocher  Windsor  

             1939-1940              Mrs. Wm. McMahon                                      LaSalette          

 1941-1942                   Mrs. Jos. Coveny                                      Electric  

 1943-1944  Mrs. Jos. Freeman  Riverside  

             1945-1946              Mrs. P. M. Dewan                                     Ingersoll        

             1947-1948              Mrs. R. S. Saigeon                                     Sarnia  

 1949-1950  Miss Alice Daly  Seaforth  

 1950-1952  Mrs. E. G. Marnell  Tilbury  

 1952-1954  Mrs. Mel Walters  London  

 1954-1956  Mrs. J. M. Fitzpatrick  Windsor  

 1956-1958  Mrs. T. M. Kelly  Kinkora  

 1958-1960  Mrs. P. L. McManus  Windsor  

 1960-1962  Mrs. R. E. Doyle  Chatham  

 1962-1964  Mrs. W. J. Farrell  London  

 1964-1966  Mrs. Fred McDermott  Ingersoll  

 1966-1968  Mrs. H. R. Ferris  London  

 1968-1970  Mrs. G. O. Rutherford  Windsor  

 1970-1972  Mrs. Lawrence Howard  London  

             1972-1974              Mrs. J. J. Gardiner                                     London      

 1974-1976                   Mrs. T. A. Gorski                                        Harrow  

 1976-1978  Mrs. P. J. Belanger  Windsor  

 1978-1980  Mrs. R. M. Bingham  Amherstburg  

 1980-1982  Mrs. Rita Ouellette  Windsor  

 1982-1984  Mrs. Wm. Regier  Mt Carmel  

 1984-1986  Mrs. Don Vrooman  St. Thomas  

 1986-1988  Mrs. Max Mousseau  Belle River  

 1988-1990  Mrs. Angela DeBruyn  Blenheim  

 1990-1992  Mrs. Eva Mitchell  London  
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 1992-1994  Mrs. Theresa Loebach  Windsor  

 1994-1996  Mrs. Shirley George  Delhi  

 1996-1998  Mrs. Muriel Murphy  Goderich  

            1998-2000                   Mrs. Gladys W. Dewey                                     Forest  

             2000-2002                   Mrs. Marie Coughlan                                       Sarnia                                                           

 2002-2004    Mrs. Trucy Cornelis  Parkhill  

 2004-2006     Mrs. Maria S. Odumodu  Woodstock  

 2006-2008    Mrs. Bev Weiler  Watford  

 2008-2010    Mrs. Patricia Rivest  Leamington  

 2010-2012    Mrs. Lucy Hendrikx  Parkhill  

 2012-2014    Mrs. Mary Jean Horne  Chatham  

 2014-2016                   Mrs. Marie-Theresa Lamphier                       Stoney Point  

 2016-2018                    Mrs. Angela Pellerin                                        London  

 2018-2021    Mrs. Rebecca McCarrell                          Tilbury  ( pandemic) 

             2021-                             Mrs. Theresa Ryan                                            Kinkora 
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1921 – 2021 

Chatham Kent 
St. Joseph (City) Chatham 
Sacred Heart, Port Lambton 
St. Michael, Ridgetown 
St. Paul, Thamesville 
St. Francis Xavier, Tilbury 
 
Essex 
St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg 
St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee 

 
Huron-Perth 
St. Patrick’s, Kinkora 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mount Carmel 
St. James, Seaforth 
Holy Name of Mary, St.  Marys 
St. Joseph’s, Stratford 
Sacred Heart, Wingham 
 
Ingersoll 
Sacred Heart, Ingersoll 
Our Lady of  LaSalette, LaSalette 
Holy Trinity, Woodstock 
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London 
St. Peter’s Cathedral, London 
All Saints, Strathroy 
Holy Angels, St. Thomas 
St. Helen’s , Wallacetown 
 
Sarnia 
St.  Joseph’s, Corunna 
St. Charles, Courtright 
St. Christopher, Forest 
Our Lady of Mercy, Sarnia 
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.  
                                  2021 Member Councils  
  

Amherstburg    St. John the Baptist  

Aylmer     Our Lady of Sorrows  

Belle River     St. Simon & St. Jude  

Bornish/Parkhill     Sacred Heart  

Bright’s 

Grove   

  St. Michael  

Chatham     Blessed Sacrament  

      St. Joseph (City)  

      St. Joseph (Harwich)  

      St. Ursula  

Comber     Visitation  

Corunna      St. Joseph  

Courtright     St. Charles  

Delaware     Sacred Heart  

Delhi       Our Lady Queen of 

Martyrs  

Dresden      St. Michael  

Dublin  

   

  St. Patrick  

Essex       Holy Name of Jesus  

Exeter  

   

  Precious Blood  

Forest  

   

  St. Christopher  

Glencoe      St. Charles Garnier  

Goderich    St. Peter  

Grand Bend     Immaculate Heart of 

Mary  

 Harrow      St. Anthony of Padua  

Ingersoll      Sacred Heart  

Kingsville     St. John de Brebeuf  

Kinkora      St. Patrick  
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Langton      Sacred Heart  

LaSalette     Our Lady of LaSalette  

LaSalle       St. Paul  

Leamington     St. Michael  

Listowel     St. Joseph  

London      Holy Cross  

      Holy Family  

      Mary Immaculate  

      St. Andrew the 

Apostle  

      St. George  

      St. John the Divine  

      St. Justin  

      St. Martin of Tours  

      St. Michael  

      St. Patrick  

      St. Peter’s Cathedral   

Lucan       St. Patrick  

McGregor     St. Clement  

Merlin      St. Patrick  

Mitchell      St. Vincent de Paul  

Mount 

Carmel   

  Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel  

Norwich      St. Peter  

Petrolia       St. Philip  

Port Dover     St. Cecilia  

Port 

Lambton   

  Sacred Heart  

Princeton     Sacred Heart  

Ridgetown     St. Michael  
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Sarnia      Our Lady of Mercy  

      Queen of Peace  

      Sacred Heart  

      St. Benedict  

      St. Joseph  

St. Joseph     St. Peter  

St. Mary’s      Holy Name of Mary  

St. Thomas     Holy Angels  

      St. Anne  

Seaforth     St. James  

Stratford     Immaculate 

Conception  

      St. Joseph  

Strathroy     All Saints  

Tecumseh     Good Shepherd  

      St. Anne  

Thamesville     St.Paul   

Tilbury      St. Francis Xavier  

Tillsonburg     St. Mary  

Wallaceburg     Holy Family  

      Our Lady Help of 

Christians  

Wallacetown     St. Helen  

Walsh      St. Michael  

Waterford    St. Bernard of 

Clairvaux  

Watford      Our Lady Help of 

Christians  

Windsor      Corpus Christi  

      Holy Trinity  

      Immaculate Heart  

      Most Precious Blood  

      Our Lady of 

Guadalupe  

      Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help  

Our Lady of the 

Assumption 
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      Our Lady of the 

Atonement  

      St. Alphonsus  

      St. Angela Merici  

      St. John Vianney  

      St. Michael  

Wingham    Sacred Heart  

Woodslee    St. John the 

Evangelist  

Woodstock    Holy Trinity  

Wyoming    Holy Rosary  

Zurich      St. Boniface  

  

 


